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What are
Distinctions and
how do I apply

LICENTIATE (LRPS)
ASSOCIATE (ARPS)
FELLOWSHIP (FRPS)

1

INTRODUCTION TO THE DISTINCTIONS
The Royal Photographic Society Distinctions are recognised as some of the most prestigious in the world. There are
three levels of Distinctions – Licentiate, Associate and Fellowship. Should you be awarded a Distinction, you are only
entitled to use the Distinction while you remain a member of The Society.
LICENTIATE
There are no restrictions on the subject matter when applying for this level. A Panel of Associate or Fellowship
members of The Society assesses your application.
ASSOCIATE AND FELLOWSHIP
Applications are assessed by Panels as detailed below. Panel members are normally Fellows of The Society or,
in particular circumstances, external advisers may be consulted.

•

Applied: Photography which has a specific end purpose or use. This by definition includes all professional
photography as well as many other disciplines such as: documentary, portraiture, theatrical, record, architectural,
wedding, visual journalism, astronomy and palaeontology.

•

Conceptual and Contemporary: photography which explores, defines, illustrates or evaluates issues through
photographic images.

•

Creative Production: recognises technical and imaginative skills in the post production of still imagery through
digital or analogue processing. Submissions will be from applicants working in graphic and illustrative arts and this
is to be encouraged in so far as the application is principally based on photographic imagery.

•

Multimedia: encompasses Audio Visual, Film and Television and interactive multimedia. Multi platform work
should be submitted in this category.

•
•

Natural History: includes all branches of natural history, including zoology, botany, and meteorology.
Science: Most applicants involved in scientific subjects apply for one of the Imaging Science Qualifications (ISQ).
It is possible however, to apply for a Distinction in scientific and medical imaging, medical photography or other
related discipline by the submission of a portfolio of prints, transparencies or digital images.

•

Travel: Applications have no geographical limitations, and should express the feeling of a time and place, and
portray a land, its people or culture.

•

Creative: This category recognises digital creativity either in camera or in post production. Applications must
originate as the applicant’s own photography, but manipulation will have altered the reality of the images.

•

Pictorial: This category is intended to recognise the creative use of the camera, in producing images which are
not fundamentally altered either in post production processing or in-camera manipulation.

•

Research, Education and application of Photography: as a general rule, applications will be by way of a
written paper.

Fellowship applications are assessed in the first instance by the Panel appropriate to the category in which
you apply. Should the submission meet the requirements of that category and they consider the application worthy of
further consideration for The Society’s Fellowship, they will forward it to the Fellowship Board. The Fellowship Board
is the final arbiter in all applications for Fellowship of the Royal Photographic Society. The purpose of the Fellowship
Board is to maintain a consistent standard of distinguished photographic ability across all the categories. The Board
consists of the most experienced Fellows of The Society, drawn from the Distinctions Advisory Board and general
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membership. The recommendations made by this Board will go to Council for ratification.
Individual images may only be submitted at one level of Distinction. In assessing submissions at a higher level, any
previous successful application will, when practicable, be reviewed to ensure a development in photographic skills
and understanding.
The applicant must own the copyright to, and be the creator of, all the photographic elements in a submission. No
third party images may be used in the majority of categories. A limited number of third party images may be used
in Multimedia submissions (see Panel requirements 5d); third party images can be used in Research, Education and
Application of Photography submissions; and in Creative Production applications.
It is expected that your submission will have a high technical quality appropriate to the category in which you are
applying. It is accepted that technical quality relevant to one category may not be appropriate for another. For
instance, medical or scientific images may require consistent sharpness, while Natural History may require key points
of focus, with backgrounds appropriate to the subject and scale of the subject. Lighting must be used effectively,
whether natural or artificial. Submissions should be free from technical faults.
Applicants may make only one submission to a particular Distinctions Panel at any time (multiple submissions in the
same category at the same time by an individual will not be accepted).
All assessments are carried out anonymously, with the candidates’ names only being announced after a successful
assessment. Details of the deliberations are not made public.
The Royal Photographic Society is a photographic society and an educational charity, and whilst other elements can
feature, and be an integral part of an application for a Distinction, the assessment will be heavily weighted to the
standard of photography within the submission.
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1A

DISTINCTIONS: THE PROCESS AND FORMATS
ASSESSMENT DAYS: HOW YOUR WORK IS ASSESSED
Licentiate and Associate assessments are normally conducted in front of an audience, many of whom will
have applications being considered during the day. Fellowship submissions are conducted without an audience.
The day begins with a welcome from the Distinctions Department and a brief introduction from the Chairperson.
Each submission is assessed by a Panel of experts, normally consisting of five panel members and a Chairperson.
A Distinctions Advisory Board moderator will normally be present. Submissions are assessed anonymously; only the
Chairperson and Distinctions staff are aware of the applicant’s name. Submissions are assessed against the criteria set
out in these Distinctions guidelines.
LICENTIATE: PRINTS

•

The portfolio is displayed as per your hanging plan; in a maximum of three rows. The panel initially views the
portfolio as a whole, followed by a detailed examination of the images.

•

The Panel Chair asks a member of the Panel to give their personal views on the submission – these may not
represent the views of other Panel members. All members of the Panel then complete the marking sheet
against the criteria.

•

The marking sheets are passed to the Panel Chair, who reviews them, and announces the Panel’s
recommendation. If successful; the applicant’s name will be announced. On occasion, the Panel Chair may have
a private discussion with the members of the Panel, without an audience being present.

•

All Panel recommendations are forwarded to the Distinctions Advisory Board and Council for final ratification.
Once approved by Council, you will be notified that your Distinction has been awarded.

•

Unsuccessful applicants remain anonymous and the reasons for the decision are concisely explained to
the audience.

•

All unsuccessful applicants will receive a feedback letter giving the reasons why they were not recommended,
based on the comments written on the marking sheets.

LICENTIATE: DIGITAL IMAGES/TRANSPARENCIES

•

The portfolio is projected onto a screen with a black background. The images are projected individually for seven
seconds each in sequence as you have numbered them, and the whole portfolio is projected twice.
Digital images only - Thumbnails are then left on the screen while a decision is made. The software used performs
no manipulation in putting the image on the screen.

•

Assessment procedure is as for Prints, above.

LICENTIATE: BOOKS

•
•

Due to the difficulty in reviewing books, they are assessed without an audience.
Books are viewed by the Panel members and the assessment procedure is as for Prints, above.

ASSOCIATE: PRINTS

•

The portfolio is displayed as per your hanging plan, in a maximum of three rows. and the Statement of Intent is
read out. The Panel initially views the portfolio as a whole, followed by a detailed examination of the images.
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•

After studying the portfolio; an initial vote is taken and the Panel Chair asks one or more panel members to
comment, following which, a final vote is taken. On occasion, the Panel Chair may have a private discussion with
the members of the Panel, without an audience being present.

•

The Panel Chair then announces whether the submission will be recommended, and if successful; the applicant’s
name will be announced.

•

Unsuccessful applicants remain anonymous; and the reasons for the decision are concisely explained to the
audience.

•

All unsuccessful applicants will receive a feedback letter giving the reasons why they were not recommended.

ASSOCIATE: DIGITAL IMAGES/TRANSPARENCIES

•

The Statement of Intent is read out, then the submitted images are projected and considered as for Licentiate
digital images, above.

•

The Digital Images/Transparencies assessment procedure is as for Prints, above.

ASSOCIATE: BOOKS

•
•

Due to the difficulty in reviewing books, they are assessed without an audience.
Books are viewed by the Panel members and the assessment procedure is as for Prints, above.

FELLOWSHIP: PRINTS AND BOOKS

•

Fellowship applications are assessed in the first instance by the Panel appropriate to the category in which you
apply. Should the submission meet the requirements of that category and they consider the application worthy of
consideration for The Society’s Fellowship, the Panel will forward it for consideration to the Fellowship Board.

•

The Fellowship Board is the final arbiter in all applications for Fellowship of The Royal Photographic Society. The
purpose of the Fellowship Board is to maintain a consistent standard of distinguished photographic ability across
all the categories. The Board consists of the most experienced Fellows of The Society, drawn from the Distinctions
Advisory Board and general membership.

•
•
•

All recommendations are subject to the approval of Council.
There is no audience present during the consideration of a Fellowship application.
At the Fellowship Board, again without an audience, the Statement of Intent is read out and the portfolio
displayed. The Chair from the category who has forwarded the submission introduces the portfolio, and the
DAB moderator who was present comments. The assessment procedure then follows that detailed for Associate
applications.

•

The Fellowship Board Chair then announces whether the submission will be recommended to Council, and if
successful, the applicant’s name will be announced.

•
•

Unsuccessful applicants remain anonymous.
If a submission is unsuccessful, the Fellowship Board will vote as to whether any re-submission should be
considered first in the category which forwarded the submission, or whether it can return directly to the
Fellowship Board.

NOTIFICATION OF THE SPECIALIST CATEGORY RESULTS
Applicants for Licentiate and Associate will normally receive an email within two working days of the assessment,
advising them of the decision of the initial Panel assessment. Fellowship applicants will be advised whether they have
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been forwarded to the Fellowship Board for further consideration, and the date of that meeting. (If you do not have
email, a letter will be sent by 1st class post)
PANEL DECISIONS:

•

All portfolios that the Panels or Fellowship Board consider meet the required standard need to be ratified by the
Distinctions Advisory Board and The Society’s Council, and it is Council which finally award the Distinction. This is
usually within 14 days of the assessment. Once ratified, you will receive a letter of confirmation and a Certificate
under the Seal of The Society; signed by the President. You will also receive a lapel badge and a digital file
containing The Society’s Distinction emblem which can be used on your personal stationery. You are entitled – and
encouraged – to use the letters LRPS/ARPS/FRPS after your name.

•

The Society reserves the right to request the original file, negative or transparency of and image used in a
Distinctions application.

•

Please note that if a submission for Associate or Fellowship is unsuccessful, normally you will not be able to submit
any part of it to another category. If however, the Panel considers it more appropriate to another category, they
can recommend transferring it to that category prior to giving their assessment.

Unsuccessful applications: Unfortunately, not everyone may be recommended. Applicants will normally be notified
of the decision within two working days. Within 28 days of the assessment, all applicants who have not been
recommended will receive a feedback letter giving the reasons for the decision. Whenever possible, you will be given
the opportunity to receive help and advice from a member of the Panel.
You may make one re-submission for half the usual application fee, taking into account the feedback given to your
initial application. Should your re-submission be unsuccessful, you will be required to submit a completely new
portfolio of work in any new application. Please note: If you fail in one category of the Associate or Fellowship, you
may not submit the identical portfolio to another category.
REFERRALS
Where an applicant has narrowly failed but shows clear evidence of the required standard in the all but a limited
number of images, The Society has a ‘Referral Procedure’, in which the applicant has the relevant images identified,
and is given the opportunity to amend them. There is a set procedure for this, which will be explained in detail to the
applicant in their feedback letter.
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1B

DISTINCTIONS: THE PRACTICALITIES
THIS SECTION SETS OUT THE PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF APPLYING FOR
A DISTINCTION.
YOUR APPLICATION: THE FORM

•
•

You must complete an application form.
You may submit more than one application to different categories, but a separate fee and form must be
submitted for each one.

•

Do not send the application form with your work, unless you are applying with digital projected images, in which
case they can be sent together.

YOUR APPLICATION: THE SUBMISSION

•

Make sure your prints are in the correct order, and on the back of each print, you have put your name and the
number in the order of display.

•

If sending prints, send two copies of your hanging plan and Statement of Intent where applicable.

OR

•

If sending digital images, make sure your digital files are correctly numbered in the sequence in which they should
be projected.

•

Your name must not be shown on the front of prints or hanging plan, in the digital file name, or on the front of
your book submission, unless a commercially produced publication. Failure to adhere to this requirement may
result in the disqualification of the application.

•

If you are sending your work, make sure that:
1.

It is securely packed.

2.

It is clearly labelled with your name, email address, category and date of assessment.

3.

The parcel arrives 10 days prior to the assessment date. It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that it

		

•

arrives on time.

You will receive an email confirmation when your submission has been received.

OVERSEAS PARCELS

•

Import duties, taxes, and charges are the applicants responsibility.
Please check with your country’s customs office to determine what these additional costs will be prior to sending
your portfolio.
For more details please visit www.hmrc.gov.uk/customs/post/customs-procedures.htm

•

Please stick the evidence label provided on the front of your parcel. Ensure you have clearly written your email
address on this label, and you will be notified by email when we receive your portfolio.

•

The Society will not take responsibility for paying import fees, and will not accept parcels requiring additional
payments.

•

Note – it may cost more to have your prints returned than to reprint them; let us know if you do not wish them to
be returned. If prints or digital files are not to be returned, The Society may retain them for educational purposes,
otherwise they will be destroyed.

•

If you have requested your portfolio to be returned, please ensure we have valid credit card details, as payment
will be taken on receipt of the courier invoice.
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PERSONAL DELIVERY AND COLLECTION

•
•
•

You can bring your prints on the day of the assessment between 9am and 9.45am.
You may leave your submission at Reception at The Society’s Headquarters between 9am and 5pm, Mon to Fri.
If you wish to collect your submission on the day of the assessment, you should state this on your application form
and it will be available at lunch time or the end of the day.

•

To collect your submission at a later date – during office hours – please contact the Distinctions Department.

FEES AND PAYMENT

•
•

For current fees, please click here to go to our website.
Distinctions are only awarded to members of The Society. If you are a member, you must ensure your current
subscription is paid. If you are not a member, you must complete the Non-Member section on the application
form, and include the membership subscription. This will only be processed if you are successful.

•

If you have requested your portfolio to be returned, please ensure we have valid credit card details.

RETURNING YOUR PORTFOLIO

•
•
•
•

Please see the application form for details.
CDs will not be returned unless specifically requested and will be destroyed.
Personal collection – see above.
All reasonable care will be taken with your submission, but The Society will not be responsible for any loss or damage
whilst in its care or in transit. The Society insures for £75. By submitting your application, you agree to these terms.

RETENTION OF PORTFOLIOS

•

The Society reserves the right to retain successful submissions for six months beyond the date of assessment to
promote The Society and its Distinctions. There will be no commercial use. By submitting your application, you
agree to these terms. You will be notified if your submission is to be retained.

CANCELLATION OR OTHER ALTERATIONS

•

After submitting your application form, if for any reason you are unable to send your submission or need to make
other changes, please email the relevant level lrps@rps.org or arps@rps.org or frps@rps.org. It is essential that
cancellations are made in writing.

•

If you cancel within two weeks of the assessment date – either by withdrawing your application, or transferring it
to a future date, you will still be charged for that assessment.

•

You will only be allowed to cancel on a maximum of two occasions without a charge.

REVIEW PROCEDURE AND DISPUTES
The decision of the assessment panel is final. However, if a candidate feels that there is any question as to whether the
assessment process has been correctly adhered to, they can ask The Society to review their application. All such requests
must normally be made in writing within four weeks of receipt of the feedback letter, outlining fully the substance of the
applicant’s case. In such cases, the Chair of the Distinctions Advisory Board will initially assess the case, and decide if the
complaint merits further review. If that is the case, the Distinctions Advisory Board will appoint a moderator to investigate
and report to the Distinctions Advisory Board for a decision. In such cases, the decision of the Distinctions Advisory Board
will be final.
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WHERE TO GET ADVICE ON YOUR PORTFOLIO
There are a number of ways in which you can obtain guidance from The Society in working towards applying for one of
The Society’s Distinctions.

•
•

The website has examples of successful applications. See www.rps.org/distinctions/distinction-successes
Attend a Licentiate and Associate Distinctions Advisory Day – organised throughout the UK and Europe, with web
advisory sessions for overseas members. These are led by Panel members who show successful submissions, and
comment on potential submissions you bring with you on the day. (see below).

•

Attend an Assessment Panel – open to members and non-members who want to watch, whether or not your
submission is being assessed. Dates, locations and where to obtain e-tickets are published in The Society’s Journal
and on the website.

•

The Distinctions Department may be able to offer one to one advice with a Panel member. In such circumstances,
at an assessment, the Panel member who gives advice will declare their involvement. This may preclude the
Panel member from voting or commenting when a portfolio is being assessed. If you consult a number of
Panel members, you may jeopardise the assessment of your portfolio.

•

You are recommended only to obtain advice from a current Panel member who will be aware of the current
processes and standards.

•

You can upload your images to our website if you require specific Distinctions advice prior to making
a submission.

DISTINCTIONS ADVISORY DAYS
Distinctions Advisory days are educational events and provide an opportunity for members and non-members working
towards The Society’s Distinctions at Licentiate and Associate level to receive informed advice from members of the
appropriate Distinctions Panel. You will see successful submissions and have the opportunity to receive comments
on your own work, and to hear comments on work by others attending throughout the day. Many attend initially as
observers to begin to understand what is required, and the differences between the different categories.

•
•
•

Ideally, you should bring your preferred selection, plus a reserve of around 10 extra images.
Ideally prints should be mounted but not framed, and of the size you would intend to submit.
Remember, the advice given will depend on the portfolio seen at the time – projected images intended to be
printed cannot be commented on in terms of print quality, the same applies with small working prints.

•

Applicants should try to ensure that they attend an Advisory Day with a Panel member appropriate to the
category in which they propose submitting. Panel members cannot give advice on categories where they are not
a member of the Panel.

•

Advice from a panel member is only their opinion – at the assessment there will be four or five Panel members who
may view your Panel differently. Individual Panel members can only give guidance and cannot guarantee success.

•

A limited number of separate Fellowship Advisory days are held at venues throughout the UK. Only members
working towards a Fellowship application may attend, and no audience will be present. You may only attend two
Fellowship Advisory Days with any given application.

•

Distinctions Advisory Days organised by Overseas Chapters may consider Licentiate, Associate and Fellowship
applications in all categories.
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CELEBRATION OF DISTINCTIONS
The Society promotes a number of these events each year in the UK. At these events, members and non-members
have the opportunity to see recent successful submissions at Licentiate, and at Associate and Fellowship in each of the
categories.
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What are the
requirements for a
LRPS Distinction

LICENTIATE (LRPS)
ASSOCIATE (ARPS)
FELLOWSHIP (FRPS)

2

LICENTIATE OF THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
The Distinction ‘Licentiate of The Royal Photographic Society’ is the first level of The Society’s Distinctions. Licentiate
members of The Society are entitled to use the letters LRPS after their name. The standard is high, but achievable for
most dedicated photographers.
On being awarded your Licentiate, you will receive a certificate under the Seal of The Society, and lapel badge.
Application for Licentiate is open to everyone. However, Distinctions can only be awarded to members of The Society;
non-member applicants must join The Society in order to receive the Distinction, (there is a non-member section on
the application form that must be completed). You are only entitled to use the Distinction as long as you are a member
of The Society.
Your submission can be one of the following:

•

10 prints (if prints are mounted, then more than one image per mount is permitted, but only counts as one of
the ten).

•
•
•

10 digital projected images.
A book containing a minimum of 20 key images and three prints (a minimum of two copies must be supplied).
10 transparencies (any format is acceptable, but please advise the Distinctions department before submission to
allow appropriate viewing).

•

A Multimedia application can also be submitted for Licentiate membership. This includes the various elements of
audiovisual, moving image and multimedia. For specific requirements, see the Multimedia category (5e).

•

Applications cannot be a mix of the above.

Research, Education and Application of Photography applications will normally be a written paper. Applications
relating to this, and to Imaging Science Qualifications, are considered in the pages for the appropriate category.
(5j) or (6b).
To be awarded Licentiate of The Society, you will need to show variety in approach and technique but not necessarily
in subject matter, evidence of creative ability and a high technical standard appropriate to your submission, together
with a comprehensive knowledge and ability in your discipline. It is essential that a range of photographic skills are
demonstrated within your submission.
Applications at Licentiate level will be assessed against the following criteria:
Presentation		

Editing, selection and sequencing to show a variety of approach within a cohesive display.

			

Repetition of similar images should be avoided.

Technique (Camera)

Choice of viewpoint and lighting appropriate to the subject.

			

Suitable and accurate focus and exposure.

			

Suitable depth of field.

			

Choice of appropriate shutter speeds.

			

Highlight and shadow detail, density and correct colour rendition.

Technique (Technical)

Absence of processing faults.
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Appropriate choice of materials for the subject.

			

Evidence of tonal control.

			Good image finishing.
			

Attention to masking and colour management.

Visual Awareness		

An understanding of light and its effect on mood and texture.

			

Composition, design and cropping of images.

			

Appropriate use of masking and manipulation.

			

Awareness of appropriate backgrounds and viewpoints.

Communication		

Show personal input, and an understanding and empathy with the subject.

			

Show communication of mood, ideas and narrative as appropriate.

			

Selection of the appropriate medium to assist communication

			

Show evidence of imagination and creativity, and ability to capture the decisive moment.

Your portfolio may be sent to The Distinctions Department, The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton House,
122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH, or brought in person on the day if you are attending the assessment.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A LICENTIATE APPLICATION WITH PRINTS
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

•
•
•
•

The application must be a portfolio of 10 prints.
Framed images are not permitted.
Your portfolio can be displayed in one, two or three rows but not more.
Under no circumstances can the applicant’s name be displayed on the front of the prints. (Failure to comply with
this requirement will result in immediate disqualification and loss of application fee).

•

Two copies of the sequence must be printed on A4 paper, not mounted

ADVISORY

•

It is normal for prints to be mounted. Unmounted prints can be accepted but applicants should stiffen their
images with thin card to ensure their images are presented to a high standard.

•

•

More than one image can be displayed in one print or mount but will only count as one of the 10 prints.

•
•
•
•
•

The size of images including mounts submitted is not restricted but the following points are worth considering;
There are three display rails.
The maximum height between the display rails is 23” (585mm).
The maximum length of the display area is 15ft (4.6m).
Image sizes are normally between 10”x8” (254mm x 204mm) and 20”x16” (508mm x 408mm).

If you are considering submitting images greater than the height between display rails, you must contact the
Distinctions department before submitting your portfolio.

•

When considering the image size, remember the consistency of quality throughout your portfolio is more
important than size alone.

•

When choosing your mount medium consider that neutral colours are normally the best choice, and be consistent
throughout the portfolio.

•

Print portfolios can be mixed medium; colour, monochrome, toned, digital and chemical process can all
be included.
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•

Commercially produced images are acceptable but the applicant is responsible for the quality of the submitted work.

Your submission may be forwarded to The Distinctions Department, The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton
House, 122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH, or brought in person on the day if you are attending the assessment.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A LICENTIATE APPLICATION
WITH DIGITAL PROJECTED IMAGES
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

•
•
•
•
•

The application must be a portfolio of 10 digital images.
Images must be in JPEG format saved at the highest quality.
Images must be named with two digits only; 01, 02, 03, through to 10.
Your images will be displayed in the order you number.
Under no circumstances can the applicant’s name be included in the file name or displayed with the image.
(Failure to comply with this requirement will result in immediate disqualification and loss of application fee).

•
•
•

The image files must be in the sRGB colour space.
Current file dimensions are 1400 pixels wide and 1050 pixels high.
Two copies of the sequence must be printed on A4 paper, not mounted

ADVISORY

•

Give consideration to the sequence of your portfolio images, they will be viewed in the order you number your
images. The sequence of the images is part of the assessment criteria.

•

Ensure that the equipment used to create your portfolio is calibrated correctly.

Your submission may be forwarded to The Distinctions Department either by e-mail to lrps@rps.org or by post to
The Distinctions Department, The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton House, 122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A LICENTIATE APPLICATION WITH TRANSPARENCIES
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

•
•

The application must be a portfolio of 10 transparencies.
Transparencies should be 35mm or 6cm x 6cm for projection. Larger transparencies will be viewed on a light box.
Your application must all be of the same format.

•

Each transparency should be marked with your name and a number to indicate the viewing order. Place a spot on
the bottom left corner of the mount as viewed on a light box.

•
•
•

Your images will be displayed in the order you number.
Two copies of the sequence must be submitted with your application.
The sequence must be printed on A4 paper, not mounted.

ADVISORY

•

Give consideration to the sequence of your portfolio images, they will be viewed in the order you number your
images. The sequence of the images is part of the assessment criteria.

Your submission may be forwarded by post to The Distinctions Department, The Royal Photographic Society,
Fenton House, 122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH
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REQUIREMENTS FOR A LICENTIATE APPLICATION WITH BOOKS
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

•
•
•
•
•
•

The applicant must submit a minimum of two copies of the book.
The minimum page size of the book is 10”x8” (255mm x 204mm).
The book will contain a minimum of 20 key images and three prints.
Each key image must occupy a significant area of the page.
All key images must be to Licentiate standard.
Where there is joint authorship in any aspect of the production of the book, the applicant must state clearly who
was responsible for which elements.

•

Three images within the book must be supplied as supporting evidence.

ADVISORY

•
•

Books are assessed without an audience.
Give consideration to the sequence and layout of your images, the sequence of the images is part of the
assessment criteria.

•

The applicant is responsible for the technical quality of the images, commercial self published books may not be
printed to the required standard.

•

It is preferable that no name should appear on or in, the book. If a name appears, it will not be an anonymous
assessment

Your books must be forwarded to The Distinctions Department, The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton House,
122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH.
Contact details lrps@rps.org
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What are the
requirements for a
ARPS Distinction

LICENTIATE (LRPS)
ASSOCIATE (ARPS)
FELLOWSHIP (FRPS)

3

ASSOCIATE OF THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
The Distinction ‘Associate of The Royal Photographic Society’ is the second level of The Society’s Distinctions and is
a significant step up from the Licentiate. Associates are entitled to use the letters ARPS after their name.
On being awarded your Associate, you will receive a certificate under the Seal of The Society.
Application for Associate is open to everyone. However, Distinctions can only be awarded to members of The Society,
and non-member applicants must join The Society in order to receive the Distinction, (there is a non-member section
on the application form that must be completed). You are only entitled to retain the Distinction as long as you are a full
member of The Society. It is strongly recommended that applicants should hold Licentiate of The Society, although it is
not mandatory.
Your submission can be one of the following:

•

15 prints (if prints are mounted, more than one image per mount is permitted but they only count as one of
the 15 prints).

•
•
•

15 digital projected images (DPI’s).
A book containing a minimum of 30 key images and three prints (a minimum of two copies must be supplied).
15 transparencies (any format is acceptable, but please advise the Distinctions department before submission to
allow appropriate viewing).

•
•

Submissions cannot be a mix of the above.
Your application will be accompanied by a Statement of Intent, outlining in a maximum of 150 words, the
purpose, objective or intent of the work. (Conceptual and Contemporary category – 300 words maximum).

•

A word count should be included below the statement. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in
disqualification and loss of your application fee.

Multimedia and Science applications have their own specific requirements for applicants, listed in detail under their
own category.
Research, Education and Application of Photography applications will normally be a written paper. Applications
relating to this, and to Imaging Science Qualifications, are considered in the pages for the appropriate category.
(5j) or (6b)
To be awarded Associate membership of The Society, you will need to show evidence of creative ability and a high
technical standard appropriate to your application, together with a comprehensive knowledge and ability in your
discipline. It is essential that a range of skills are demonstrated within your application.
All applications at Associate level will be assessed against the following criteria as well as those criteria specific to the
category in which you choose to submit (detailed under their own headings):

•
•

The submission should clearly meet the objectives outlined in your statement of intent.
Photographic style should be consistent, illustrating mood and emotion as appropriate, although with some
categories this will be represented by technical excellence (e.g. Medical, Forensic, Scientific).
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•
•
•
•
•

The submission should show clear evidence of the photographer’s input and originality in approach.
A high standard of presentation is expected.
There should not be repetition of images – as a guide, more than two similar images will be unacceptable.
Images should be appropriately mounted, and free from marks, blemishes and artefacts.
A high level of understanding of composition, lighting and viewpoints must be demonstrated, with a visual
balance (sequence) and style appropriate to the subject.

•
•

Personal engagement with the subject should be evident where appropriate.
Images contained in a successful Licentiate application cannot be included in an application for Associate membership.

REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ASSOCIATE APPLICATION WITH PRINTS
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

•
•
•
•

The application must be a submission of 15 prints.
Framed images are not permitted.
Your submission can be displayed in a maximum of three rows.
Under no circumstances can the applicant’s name be displayed on the front of the prints. (Failure to comply with
this requirement will result in immediate disqualification and loss of the application fee).

•
•
•

Two copies of a hanging plan and Statement of Intent must be submitted with your application.
The hanging plan will normally be printed on A4 paper, not mounted.
You must submit a Statement of Intent, outlining in a maximum of 150 words, the purpose, objective or intent of the
work. This should concisely put the images into a meaningful context, and should not include technical information.

•

A word count should be included below the statement.* Failure to comply with this requirement may result in
disqualification and loss of your application fee.

ADVISORY

•

It is normal for prints to be mounted in matte mounts. Unmounted prints can be accepted but applicants should
stiffen their images with thin card to ensure they are presented to a high standard.

•
•

More than one image may be displayed in one print or mount but will only count as one of the 15 prints.
The size of images including mounts submitted is not restricted but the following points are worth considering;

•
•
•
•
•

There is a maximum of three display rails.
The maximum height between the display rails is 23” (585mm).
The maximum length of the display area is 15ft (4.6m).
Image sizes are normally between 10”x8” (254mm x 204mm) and 20”x16” (508mm x 408mm).
If you are considering submitting images greater than the height between display rails, you must contact the
Distinctions department before submitting your portfolio.

•

When considering the image size, remember the consistency of quality throughout your portfolio is more
important than size alone.

•
•
•

When choosing your mount medium consider a consistent and harmonious presentation.
Print submissions can be mixed medium; colour, monochrome, toned, digital and chemical process can all be included.
Commercially produced images are acceptable but the applicant is responsible for the quality of the
submitted work.

•

Where images are professionally printed the assessment panel will take into consideration how much input the
printing has had on the final images.
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*Some categories have requirements as to additional written information required. For details of these, see the
information on specific categories.
Your submission may be sent to The Distinctions Department, The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton House,
122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH, or brought in person on the day if you are attending the assessment.

REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ASSOCIATE APPLICATION
WITH DIGITAL PROJECTED IMAGES (DPI’S)
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

•
•
•
•
•

The application must be a submission of 15 digital images.
Images must be in JPEG format saved at the highest quality.
Images must be named with two digits only; 01, 02, 03, through to 15.
Your images will be displayed in the order in which they are numbered.
Under no circumstances can the applicant’s name be included in the file name or displayed with
the image. (Failure to comply with this requirement will result in immediate disqualification and loss of
application fee).

•
•
•

The image files must be in the sRGB colour space.
Current file dimensions are 1400 pixels wide and 1050 pixels high. (Subject to change).
You must submit two copies of a Statement of Intent, outlining in a maximum of 150 words, the purpose,
objective or intent of the work. This should concisely put the images into a meaningful context, and should not
include technical information.*

•

A word count should be included below the statement.* Failure to comply with this requirement may result in
disqualification and loss of your application fee.

•

Two copies of the sequence must be printed on A4 paper, not mounted.

ADVISORY

•

Give consideration to the sequence of your images, they will be viewed in the order you number your images.
The sequence of the images is part of the assessment criteria.

•

Ensure that the equipment used to create your portfolio is calibrated correctly.

*Some categories have requirements as to additional written information required. For details of these, see the
information on specific categories.
Your submission may be sent either by e-mail to arps@rps.org or by post to The Distinctions Department,
The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton House, 122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH.

REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ASSOCIATE APPLICATION
WITH TRANSPARENCIES
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

•
•

The application must be a portfolio of 15 transparencies.
Transparencies should be 35mm or 6cm x 6cm for projection. Larger transparencies will be viewed on a light box.
Your application must all be of the same format.

DP004 / ISSUE01 / AUG14 DP004_03 I 3 / 5

•

Each transparency should be marked with your name and a number to indicate the viewing order. Place a spot on
the bottom left corner of the mount as viewed on a light box.

•

You must submit two copies of a Statement of Intent, outlining in a maximum of 150 words, the purpose,
objective or intent of the work. This should concisely put the images into a meaningful context, and should not
include technical information.*

•
•
•

Your images will be displayed in the order you number.
Two copies of the sequence must be submitted with your application.
The sequence must be printed on A4 paper, not mounted.

*Some categories have requirements as to additional written information required. For details of these, see the
information on specific categories.
ADVISORY

•

Give consideration to the sequence of your portfolio images, they will be viewed in the order you number your
images. The sequence of the images is part of the assessment criteria.

Your submission may be forwarded to The Distinctions Department by post to The Distinctions Department,
The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton House, 122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH.

REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ASSOCIATE APPLICATION WITH BOOKS
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

•
•
•
•

The applicant must submit a minimum of two copies of the book.
The minimum page size of the book is 10”x8” (255mm x 204mm).
The book will contain a minimum of 30 key images.
You must submit two copies of a Statement of Intent, outlining in a maximum of 150 words, the purpose,
objective or intent of the work. This should concisely put the images into a meaningful context, and should not
include technical information.*

•
•
•

Each key image must occupy a significant area of the page.
All key images must be to Associate standard.
Where there is joint authorship in any aspect of the production of the book, the applicant must state clearly who
was responsible for which elements.

•

Three images within the book must be supplied as supporting evidence.

*Some categories have requirements as to additional written information required. For details of these, see the
information on specific categories.
ADVISORY

•
•

Books are assessed without an audience.
Give consideration to the sequence and layout of your images, the sequence of the images is part of the
assessment criteria.

•

The applicant is responsible for the technical quality of the images, commercial self published books may not be
printed to the required standard.
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•

It is preferable that no name should appear on or in, the book. If a name appears, it will not be an
anonymous assessment.

Your books must be forwarded to The Distinctions Department, The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton House,
122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH.
Contact details arps@rps.org
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4

What are the
requirements for a
FRPS Distinction

LICENTIATE (LRPS)
ASSOCIATE (ARPS)
FELLOWSHIP (FRPS)

4

FELLOWSHIP OF
THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
‘Fellowship of The Royal Photographic Society’ is the highest level of The Society’s distinctions and is a significant
step up from Associate. Fellows of The Society are entitled to use the letters FRPS after their name. On being awarded
your Fellowship, you will receive a certificate under the Seal of The Society, and lapel badge.

•
•
•
•

Only Associate members of The Society are eligible to apply for Fellowship.
The application need not be made in the same category as your successful Associate application.
You are only entitled to retain the Distinction as long as you are a full member of The Society.
In exceptional circumstances, an application direct to Fellowship in Research, Education and the Application
of Photography or in Science may be appropriate. Applicants wishing to submit in this way should contact the
Distinctions Manager in the first instance with details of their proposed submission. Similar direct applications in
respect of Imaging Science and Creative Industries Qualifications may be appropriate – please see sheets 6a
and 6b.

Your application can be a submission of one of the following:

•

20 prints (if prints are mounted, then more than one image per mount is permitted but they will only count as one
of the 20 prints).

•
•

A book containing a minimum of 40 key images and three prints (a minimum of two copies must be supplied).
20 transparencies (any format is acceptable, but please advise the Distinctions department before submission to
allow appropriate viewing).

•
•

Applications cannot be a mix of the above.
Your application will be accompanied by a Statement of Intent, outlining in a maximum of 150 words, the
purpose, objective or intent of the work.

•

A word count should be included below the statement.* Failure to comply with this requirement may result in
disqualification and loss of your application fee.

Multimedia and Science applications have their own specific requirements for applicants, listed in detail under their
own headings.
Research, Education and Application of Photography applications will normally be a written paper.
To become a Fellow of The Society, you will need to show clear evidence of distinguished ability and the highest
technical standard appropriate to your application, together with a comprehensive knowledge and ability in your
discipline, and an individual, personal approach to your subject.
All applications at Fellowship level will be assessed against the following criteria as well as those criteria specific in the
category in which you choose to submit (detailed under their own headings):
The submission should clearly meet the objectives outlined in your Statement of Intent.

•

Photographic style should be consistent, illustrating mood and emotion as appropriate, although with some
categories this will be represented by the highest technical excellence (eg Medical, Forensic and Scientific).
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•
•

The submission should normally show a distinctive personal style and originality of approach.
A personal and distinctive use of composition, lighting and viewpoints must be demonstrated, with a visual
balance (sequence) and style appropriate to the subject.

•

Applications in all aspects of photographic practice are encouraged. Where that might be a popular aspect of
photography, a Fellowship is still achievable, providing the submission demonstrates the highest standards in that
chosen field of practice.

•
•
•
•

Personal engagement with the subject should be evident where appropriate.
The highest standard of presentation is expected.
There should be no repetition of similar images.
Images included in a previously successful application for Licentiate or Associate Distinctions cannot be included
in a Fellowship application.

•
•

Images should be appropriately mounted, to the highest technical standards.
The Society is an educational charity, and the Distinctions are designed to recognise development of relevant
photographic vision, skills and ability. When available, in assessing a Fellowship application, your Associate
application will be reviewed to demonstrate the development of photographic skills, personal creativity and
depth of knowledge and understanding displayed. It is incumbent on the applicant to show clear evidence of
development in photographic skills and technical quality throughout the process from Associate to Fellowship.

*Some categories have requirements as to additional written information required. For details of these, see the
information on specific categories.
Your submission should be sent to The Distinctions Department, The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton House,
122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A FELLOWSHIP APPLICATION WITH PRINTS
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

•
•
•
•

The application must be a submission of 20 prints.
Framed images are not permitted.
Your submission can be displayed in a maximum of three rows.
Under no circumstances can the applicant’s name be displayed on the front of the prints. (Failure to comply with
this requirement will result in immediate disqualification and loss of application fee).

•
•
•

Two copies of a hanging plan and statement of intent must be submitted with your application.
The hanging plan should normally be printed on A4 paper, not mounted.
You must submit a Statement of Intent, outlining in a maximum of 150 words; the purpose, objective or intent
of the work. This should concisely put the images into a meaningful context, and should not include technical
information.

•

A word count should be included below the statement.* Failure to comply with this requirement may result in
disqualification and loss of your application fee.

ADVISORY

•

It is normal for prints to be mounted in matte mounts. Unmounted prints can be accepted but applicants should
stiffen their images with thin card to ensure they are presented to a high standard.
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•
•

•

More than one image can be displayed in one print or mount but will only count as one of the 20 prints.
The size of images including mounts submitted is not restricted but the following points are worth considering;

•
•
•
•

There are three display rails.
The maximum height between the display rails is 23” (585mm).
The maximum length of the display area is 28ft (8.500m).
Image sizes are normally between 10”x8” (254mm x 204mm) and 20”x16” (508mm x 408mm).

If you are considering submitting images greater than the height between display rails, you must contact the
Distinctions department before submitting your portfolio.

•

When considering the image size, remember the consistency of quality throughout your portfolio is more
important than size alone.

•
•

When choosing your mount medium consider a consistent and harmonious presentation.
Print portfolios can be mixed medium; colour, monochrome, toned, digital and chemical process can all
be included.

•

Commercially produced images are acceptable but the applicant is responsible for the quality of the
submitted work.

•

Where images are professionally printed the Assessment Panel will take into consideration how much input the
printing has had on the final images.

*Some categories have requirements as to additional written information required. For details of these, see the
information on specific categories.
Your portfolio should be sent to The Distinctions Department, The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton House,
122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A FELLOWSHIP APPLICATION WITH BOOKS
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

•
•
•
•
•
•

The applicant must submit a minimum of two copies of the book.
The minimum page size of the book is 10”x8” (255mm x 204mm).
The book must contain a minimum of 40 key images.
Each key image must occupy a significant area of the page.
All key images contained in the book must be to Fellowship Standard.
Where there is joint authorship in any aspect of the production of the book, the applicant must state clearly who
was responsible for which elements.

•
•

Three images within the book must be supplied as supporting evidence in the form of prints.
You must submit two copies of a Statement of Intent, outlining in a maximum of 150 words, the purpose,
objective or intent of the work. This should concisely put the images into a meaningful context, and should not
include technical information.

•

A word count should be included below the statement.* Failure to comply with this requirement may result in
disqualification and loss of your application fee.

ADVISORY

•

Books are assessed without an audience.

DP004 / ISSUE01 / AUG14 DP004_04 I 3 / 4

•

Consideration should be given to the sequence and layout of your images, the sequence of the images is part of
the assessment criteria.

•

The applicant is responsible for the technical quality of the images; commercial self published books may not be
printed to the required standard.

•

For Fellowship, commercially published books would normally be expected. However, handcrafted art books may
be accepted where appropriate.

•

It is preferable that no name should appear on or in, the book. If a name appears, it will not be an anonymous
assessment. It is accepted however, that books may have been commercially published, and the photographer’s
name will be published with the work.

*Some categories have requirements as to additional written information required. For details of these, see the
information on specific categories.
Your books must be sent to The Distinctions Department, The Royal Photographic Society, Fenton House,
122 Wells Road, Bath, BA2 3AH.
Contact details frps@rps.org
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5

What are the
requirements for the
individual categories

LICENTIATE (LRPS)
ASSOCIATE (ARPS)
FELLOWSHIP (FRPS)

5A

APPLIED
Applied photography can be defined as photography which has a specific end purpose or use. This by definition
includes all professional photography as well as many other disciplines such as; documentary, portraiture,
theatrical, record, architectural, wedding, visual journalism, astronomy and palaeontology.
All applications for the Associate and Fellowship Distinctions of The Society will be assessed against the criteria set
out in the Associate and Fellowship outline document. The following criteria are in addition to, not instead of,
those criteria.

•

An applicant may include more than one discipline in their submission but each must be relevant to this category.
The submission however must still retain a cohesive and balanced appearance.

•

An application must demonstrate a range of photographic ability even if the chosen discipline is of a
narrow nature.

•

The Statement of Intent must clearly set out the purpose and intended end use of your photography. Do not
include technical data or problems surmounted. If work has been published then copies of the publication can be
submitted as supporting evidence.

•

Your submission should demonstrate that you have applied imaginative and visual skill to your photography
where applicable.

Assessment of your application will include whether it meets the criteria set out in your Statement of Intent, and
whether the technical quality is appropriate to the purpose of the photography.
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5B

CONCEPTUAL AND CONTEMPORARY
The Conceptual and Contemporary category considers applications which explore, define, illustrate or evaluate
issues through photographic images.
All applications for the Associate and Fellowship Distinctions of The Society will be assessed against the criteria set
out in the Associate and Fellowship outline document. The following criteria are in addition to, not instead of,
those criteria.

•
•

Your submission will be about what you want your images to say on a topic, rather than what that topic actually is.
Submissions will be in the form of a body of work based on a theme, project or concept that really interests or
concerns you. Typical themes are those that explore issues of self, society, environment, art and culture.

•

Applications in the Conceptual and Contemporary category can be by way of an exhibition or installation where
photography is the prominent component. If an applicant wishes their work to be assessed in situ this can be
arranged through the Distinctions department. There are likely to be additional costs involved and the applicant
will be expected to cover these. Alternative approaches to a submission will be considered by The Society,
providing the evidence submitted is consistent with the quality required for other categories. Applicants wishing
to submit in this way should contact the Distinctions Manager in the first instance with details of their proposed
submission.

•

The Conceptual and Contemporary category wishes to encompass all photographic art forms and is open
to alternative submissions. Where your submission is of an alternative format, please contact the Distinctions
Manager to arrange this.

•

The Conceptual and Contemporary category allows the applicant to extend their Statement of Intent to a
maximum of 300 words.

•

The assessment will include the strength of the idea, the appropriateness of expression and how well the images
articulate the message. Portfolios will have intellectual content, be visually engaging and provide evidence of
personal practice and commitment.

The assessment of your application will consider how the images relate to the Statement of Intent in both content and
meaning. The assessors will consider the images and their arrangement in the totality of the photographic artwork
submitted. Assessment will include the interpretation and meaning of the submission as well as the quality and
appropriateness of the photographic technique. Successful submissions will be required to show technical quality that
is fit for purpose as it applies to all Associate and Fellowship categories.
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5C

CREATIVE
All applications for the Associate and Fellowship Distinctions of The Society will be assessed against the criteria
set out in the Associate and Fellowship outline document. The following criteria are in addition to, not instead of,
those criteria.

•

Your submission must be based on photography, but the photographer will subsequently have creatively altered
the reality of the images through the use of manipulation.

•

Each image in the submission may be based on one or more original photographic images. The applicant must
own the copyright to, and be the creator of, all the photographic elements in the images submitted. No third
party images may be used.** To be successful, The Society must be satisfied that the Portfolio has been created
through recognised photographic processes and The Society reserves the right to view the original files.

•

There is no restriction on the subject matter or techniques used. However, your portfolio should present a
cohesive visual statement on your chosen subject or subjects, with a clear personal vision or style, communicating
a sense of design, emotion, mood or meaning which encourages the viewer to look beyond the subject.

•
•

Submissions may be based on a single or a small number of themes or techniques, although this is not essential.
It is not necessary to include a wide range of techniques; rather it is important to illustrate the management and
control necessary to enhance the photography while creating an individual and unique visual statement.

Assessment of your application will include whether it meets the criteria set out in your statement of intent, and
whether the techniques used are appropriate and suitably controlled.
**If your application includes third party images, a submission in the Creative Production category would
be appropriate.
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5D

CREATIVE PRODUCTION
The Creative Production category is intended to recognise technical and imaginative skills in the post-production
of still imagery through digital or analogue processing. Submissions will be from applicants working in graphic
and illustrative arts and this is to be encouraged in so far as the application is principally based on photographic
imagery.

•

Applicants will be expected to provide a Statement of Intent for each final image, outlining in a maximum of
150 words, the purpose, objective or intent of the work. A word count should be included below the statement.
**Failure to comply with this requirement may result in disqualification and loss of your application fee.

•
•
•
•

An application will be assessed principally on the process to the final images.
Each stage of the production of each image should be fully set out. For this purpose mixed media is permissible.
The application will demonstrate an extensive range of skills rather than one technique repeated.
It is not required that the applicant is the author of the photography used. The applicant must ensure that all
matters of copyright are adhered to and any relevant permissions are obtained.**

•
•

Submissions may be prints or digital projected images.
In this category, high technical skills are expected appropriate to the purpose specified in the detailed Statement
of Intent.

•

It follows that an application in this category may be a collection of images rather than a cohesive body of work.

Assessment of your application will include whether it meets the criteria set out in your statement of intent, and
whether the techniques used are appropriate and suitably controlled.
**If your application is based solely on your own photographic images, a submission in the Creative Digital category
will be more appropriate
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5E

MULTIMEDIA
The Multimedia category recognises media content in a combination which can include still images, video, audio,
graphics and text, and the integration of two or more of these in an application. It encompasses audiovisual,
moving image and multimedia applications.
All applications for the Licentiate, Associate and Fellowship Distinctions of The Society will be assessed against the
general criteria set out in the appropriate outline documents. The following criteria are in addition to, not instead of,
those criteria.

•

In Multimedia applications for all levels of Distinction, the submission must meet the required standard in
the following:

			

Photography
Production – including editing and storyline

			Sound quality

•

A commentary is not necessary, as long as the theme or narrative is clear. Any script and music should
complement the photography.

•
•

Joint applications are not acceptable.
Where a submission includes collaborative work, the extent of any collaboration should be outlined, and will be
part of the assessment process.

•

Under no circumstances can the applicant’s name be displayed. (Failure to comply with this requirement will result
in immediate disqualification and loss of application fee)

DURATION

•

The durations below are guidelines only and apply to the total length of the submission, not to individual
sequences. We do not specify exact times; variations, either shorter or longer, may be accepted after consultation
with the Distinctions Department
Licentiate: between 8 and 12 minutes
Associate: between 12 and 18 minutes
Fellowship: between 18 and 25 minutes

•

Credit will be given for variety of technique. It may require more than one sequence within the overall duration to
demonstrate sufficient variety.

ASSESSMENT
In considering the application, the Panel will consider three aspects equally.
These are:

Photography

		Sound
		

Concept, production and editing

The application will be required to meet the standards in all aspects
THIRD PARTY IMAGES
Photography must consist of no more than 30% third party images – this applies to each element of a submission.
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Third party images will be accepted where they are deemed necessary to support a theme, to suggest a new
interpretation of previous work or to creatively rework content to bring a different value to original photography.
Full attribution and copyright consent must be provided for all third party images and music.
LICENTIATE
To be awarded Licentiate of The Society, you will need to show variety in approach and technique with evidence of
creative ability and a high technical standard in all aspects of your application. It is essential that a range of skills are
demonstrated within your application.
ASSOCIATE
To be awarded Associate of The Society, you will need to show evidence of creative ability and high technical
standards in image quality, sound recording, mixing and editing, combined with a strong theme or narrative, together
with a comprehensive knowledge and ability in your discipline.

•
•

It is essential that a range of skills are demonstrated within your application.
A high level of understanding of composition, lighting and viewpoints must be demonstrated, with a visual
progression and style appropriate to the subject.

•
•

Personal engagement with the subject should be evident where appropriate.
Your application should be accompanied by two copies of a Statement of Intent, outlining in no more than 150
words, the purpose, objective or intent of the work. This should indicate the target audience and concisely put the
work into a meaningful context. A word count should be included below the statement.

FELLOWSHIP
To be awarded Fellowship of The Society, you will need to show outstanding ability and/or originality and creativity,
combined with excellence in all technical areas.

•
•
•
•

The combined product will be at a significantly higher level than the individual components.
A wide range of skills are demonstrated within your application.
Personal engagement with the subject should be evident where appropriate.
Your application should be accompanied by two copies of a Statement of Intent, outlining in no more than 150
words, the purpose, objective or intent of the work. This should indicate the target audience and concisely put the
work into a meaningful context. A word count should be included below the statement.
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5F

NATURAL HISTORY
The Natural History category recognises all branches of natural history, including zoology, botany
and meteorology.
All applications for the Associate and Fellowship Distinctions of The Society will be assessed against the criteria
set out in the Associate and Fellowship outline document. The following criteria are in addition to, not instead of,
those criteria.

•
•
•
•
•

Your submission should show clear evidence of a genuine knowledge and understanding of your subject.
The images should accurately depict the subject.
Each image in your submission must be correctly identified and listed in addition to your statement of intent.
The listing should be in order of presentation and include both common and scientific names where appropriate.
In general, subjects should be free and unrestricted, in a natural or adopted habitat. Captive specimens or
species are generally not acceptable. It is recognised that this will not be the case in all disciplines and should
your portfolio contain images taken under controlled conditions you are required to contact the Distinctions
Department before submitting your application.

•

Image manipulation that alters the truth of the photograph is not permitted, apart from the removal of minor
distractions or blemishes.

•

The use of a limited number of images captured by the use of focus stacking will be permissible in a Natural
History application. However, if focus stacking is used for images that make up a complete, or substantial part of,
an application, it should be submitted in the Applied category.

Assessment of your application will include whether it meets the criteria set out in your statement of intent, and
whether the techniques used are appropriate and suitably controlled.
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5G

PICTORIAL
The Pictorial category is intended to recognise the creative use of the camera, in producing images which are not
fundamentally altered either in post-production processing or in-camera manipulation.
All applications for the Associate and Fellowship Distinctions of The Society will be assessed against the criteria set
out in the Associate and Fellowship outline document. The following criteria are in addition to, not instead of,
those criteria.

•
•

There is no restriction on the subject matter or techniques used.
Your portfolio should present a cohesive visual statement on your chosen subject or subjects, with a clear personal
vision or style, communicating a sense of design, emotion, mood or meaning which encourages the viewer to look
beyond the subject.

•
•

Submissions may be based on a single or a small number of themes or techniques, although this is not essential.
Image manipulation that alters the truth of the photograph is not permitted, apart from the removal of minor
distractions or blemishes.

Assessment of your application will include whether it meets the criteria set out in your statement of intent, and
whether the techniques used are appropriate and suitably controlled.

DP004 / ISSUE01 / AUG14 DP004_05G I 1 / 1

5H

RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND APPLICATION
OF PHOTOGRAPHY
This category looks at how photography is considered, how its history is recorded and preserved, how
photography is taught and how it is understood in its own terms and as part of wider visual and artistic culture.
Applications are usually of a written and scholarly nature. The following covers most of what the Panel would expect to see:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Research on an individual photographer, school or genre.
Photographic education.
Aspects of the history of photography.
The conservation and restoration of photographs and photographic material.
Curatorial accomplishments.
New thinking about photography and photographic theory.

REQUIREMENTS – GENERAL
In addition to the particular requirements for Licentiate, Associate and Fellowship, the panel will also assess the following:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Context and analysis
Quality of writing.
Presentation, References and Bibliography.
Research, and analysis and interpretation.
Content.
Arguments and Conclusions.
Any other relevant issues.
Originality (applies to Associate and Fellowship applications only).

Irrespective of subject matter, in addition to the general requirements noted above, the panel will assess the following:
LICENTIATE

•
•
•
•
•
•

Clear and concise standard of writing.
A high standard of technical presentation.
Evidence of thorough research, appropriately referenced, to include a bibliography.
Awareness of relevant current theory and context.
Developed, structured and coherent arguments.
Contribution to the understanding of photography.

ASSOCIATE

•
•
•
•
•
•

Clear, focused and fluent standard of writing appropriate to specialists and non-specialists in the field.
A high standard of technical presentation.
Evidence of thorough and wide ranging research, appropriately referenced, to include a bibliography.
Understanding of relevant current theory and context, divergent points of view are represented and evaluated.
Developed, structured and coherent arguments, with an evidenced clear point of view.
Contribution (some original) to the understanding of photography.
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FELLOWSHIP

•

Clear, focused, fluent and of the highest standard of writing, detailed without repetition appropriate to specialists
and non-specialists in the field.

•
•

An excellent standard of technical presentation.
Evidence of thorough and wide ranging research, engaging with diverse sources and points of view, appropriately
referenced, to include a bibliography.

•

Thorough understanding and evaluation of relevant current theory and context, divergent points of view are
represented showing a critical engagement with the subject.

•

Developed, structured and coherent arguments that are original and sustained throughout, supported by
appropriate evidence.

•

Original contribution to the understanding of photography.

PROCEDURE OF ASSOCIATE AND FELLOWSHIP

•

Potential candidates are expected to submit an application form along with a synopsis of approximately 500
words, summarising the intended work. At this stage, the Panel will comment and provide advice on your
proposed submission. Subsequently two examples of the completed work will be required.

•

An application may be submitted for work that already exists, e.g. a thesis, dissertation, exhibition, website
or book. In this case, the Panel reserves the right to request additional information providing details of the
methodology, research sources, assessment and the potential merits of the work. Such a report will be two to
three thousand words long, and may carry illustrations.

•

In exceptional circumstances, an applicant in this category may apply direct for Fellowship, without being an
Associate of The Society. Applicants wishing to apply using this route must contact the Distinctions Manager
at distinctions@rps.org, who will seek the approval of the Panel Chair and Distinctions Advisory Board. It is
recommended however, that applicants should become an Associate before applying for Fellowship.

ADVICE
The Panel will consider a proposal from a potential applicant (member or non-member) and give an opinion as to
its suitability for an application. Contact the Distinctions Manager with a short outline of your proposal, and you will
receive a brief opinion from the Panel – please note that opinions are given without prejudice.
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SCIENCE
Most applicants involved in scientific subjects apply for one of the Imaging Science Qualifications (ISQ). It is
possible however, to apply for a Distinction in scientific imaging, medical imaging, medical photography or other
related discipline by the submission of a portfolio of prints, transparencies or digital images.
All applications for the Associate and Fellowship Distinctions of The Society will be assessed against the criteria set out in
the Associate and Fellowship outline document. The following criteria are in addition to, not instead of, those criteria.

•

The Statement of Intent should provide a clear explanation of the purpose, objectives or intent of the images, and
should also clearly indicate whether they were entirely undertaken and produced by the applicant or were a collective
effort. Any contribution from others must be clearly stated.

•

Separately, full information on the technical details of each image should be provided that includes details of sample
preparation (where appropriate) and any image manipulation or image processing that has been applied. Any
manipulation must not alter the authenticity of what is being presented. Where appropriate, magnification or scale of
reproduction should be included.

•

Each image must be numbered, correctly orientated (by indicating top and bottom on the reverse side if in print
format) and correctly identified.

•

Submissions will be assessed against criteria appropriate to the particular nature of the material submitted as well as
the general criteria applicable to all categories. In particular, your images will be assessed against the criteria in your
Statement of Intent and must be of the highest technical quality and level of technical skill.

•

Applications at Associate level must show a range of skills even if in a narrow discipline; at Fellowship level there must
be a demonstration of distinguished ability in the chosen field.

•

In exceptional circumstances, an applicant in this category may apply direct for Fellowship, without being an Associate
of The Society. Applicants wishing to apply using this route must contact the Distinctions Manager at
distinctions@rps.org, who will seek the approval of the Panel Chair and Distinctions Advisory Board. It is
recommended however, that applicants should become an Associate before applying for Fellowship.

Assessment of your application will include whether it meets the criteria set out in your Statement of Intent, and whether
the techniques used are appropriate and suitably controlled.
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TRAVEL
Applications have no geographical limitations and should express the feeling of a time and place, portraying a
land, its people or culture.
All applications for the Associate and Fellowship Distinctions of The Society will be assessed against the criteria set out in
the Associate and Fellowship outline document. The following criteria are in addition to, not instead of, those criteria.

•
•

Your submission should show clear evidence of a genuine knowledge and understanding of your theme.
The theme could, for instance, relate to a journey, to aspects of a particular place – landscapes, seascapes or
architecture of a region, to an event or activity carried out in a place, or to people making up a community.

•
•
•
•
•
•

The images should accurately depict the theme.
The Statement of Intent should describe the theme being illustrated and particular important aspects of it.
There should be a strong content of related, but varied pictures to match the statement.
Care should be taken to avoid stereotyped images.
Image manipulation that significantly alters the truth of the situation or event is not permitted.
The use of some images recorded using High Dynamic Range (HDR) photography will be acceptable for an application
in the Travel category provided the use of such a method does not alter the truth of the original scene. However,
if High Dynamic Range (HDR) photography is used for images that make up a complete or substantial part of a
submission, it should be entered in the Applied category.

Assessment of your application will include whether it meets the criteria set out in your statement of intent, and whether
the techniques used are appropriate and suitably controlled.
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The structure of our
Creative Industries
and Imaging Science
qualifications
LICENTIATE (LRPS)
ASSOCIATE (ARPS)
FELLOWSHIP (FRPS)

6A

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES QUALIFICATION
The Royal Photographic Society’s Imaging for the Creative Industries qualification provides a structure leading to
professional qualifications with particular relevance for those in the media including picture editors, art directors,
curators and designers, as well as those within elements of education.
This provides a Qualification for educators in relevant academic disciplines from the fine arts to design as well as their
applications. It includes areas of photography and imaging that embrace those who make and those who use the medium.
The Qualification may be gained by members of The Society working within relatively narrow specialisations but their
achievements will require a range of widely applicable professional skills. Candidates are required to demonstrate at an
appropriate stage, and as required by their particular professional circumstances, an ability to plan and undertake some
form of project as an individual or part of a team, making, using or publishing images, through to successful completion.
Members who acquire an Imaging for the Creative Industries Qualification will also receive a Society Distinction.
Graduates who become members of The Society may well opt to use the Qualifications route rather than the Distinctions
route for exemption. CIQ status only continues whilst the person is professionally active, whether in full time employment
or fully retired and is a member of The Society. Professional activity includes one (or more) of the following:

•

Professional activity (e.g. involvement in a professional body by serving on committees, attending meetings,
mentoring).

•
•
•
•

Work based learning (e.g. consultancy, supervising staff/students, external examining, reflective practice).
Formal/Educational (e.g. writing articles/papers, further education).
Self-directed learning (e.g. reading journals, reviewing books/refereeing articles).
Other (e.g. voluntary work, public service).

Members who terminate qualified membership, on ceasing to be professionally active, may retain The Society
Distinction as long as they remain paid up members of The Society.
QUALIFICATIONS ARE AWARDED AT FOUR STAGES:

•

Stage 1: (QICI & LRPS) Qualified in Imaging in the Creative Industries & Licentiate: for those with academic
qualifications below degree level.

•

Stage 2: (GICI & ARPS) Graduate in Imaging in the Creative Industries and Associate: for undergraduates, and
relevant Professional experience.

•

Stage 3: (AICI & ARPS) Accredited in Imaging in the Creative Industries & Associate: for those with postgraduate
experience in the creative industries.

•

Stage 4: (ASICI & FRPS) Accredited Senior in Imaging in the Creative Industries & Fellowship: the senior
professional qualification.

Candidates with a valid claim for entry to a higher stage need not proceed through the lower stages.
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EVIDENCE
The evidence required in support of applications for Qualifications will normally be in four parts:

•

Documentary evidence of prior academic qualifications. In certain cases this requirement may be replaced by a
longer period of relevant experience.

•
•
•

A statement of experience as a professional in the creative industries.
A full curriculum vitae.
Statements from referees which will allow the extent, stage, scope, and experience of the candidate in creative
industries to be assessed. Where a mentor (see supervision below) has been appointed, his/her report must
be included.

STANDARDS
For each stage of Qualification there are three basic requirements. The descriptions below are not prescriptive but are
intended to give a general indication of the stage required.
QUALIFIED IN IMAGING FOR THE CREATIVE INDUSTRIES (QICI & LRPS)

•
•
•

Foundation degree in Art, Design or Media or the equivalent.
One year of relevant experience.
Normally; the candidate will have performed work of a non-routine nature, which may have been directed by a
senior colleague, produced accurate records, written proposals, reports or presentations as an individual or part of
a team, and may have directed the work of others.

GRADUATE IN IMAGING IN THE CREATIVE INDUSTRIES & ASSOCIATE (GICI AND ARPS)

•
•

A suitable degree in Art, Design or Media or the equivalent.
One year of relevant experience where the candidate has an honours degree and two years of relevant experience
where the candidate has a pass degree.

•

Normally; the candidate will have made a useful contribution to the work of a team and may have directed the work
of a technician.

ACCREDITED IN IMAGING IN THE CREATIVE INDUSTRIES AND ASSOCIATE (AICI & ARPS)

•
•

Normally either QICI or GICI.
Five years of relevant experience post QICI or three years of relevant experience post GICI. Where the candidate
has neither qualification, nine years of relevant experience will be accepted instead.

•

As GICI, but more evidence reflecting the years involved. Normally, the candidate will have generated and
completed an individual project, such as creating or using published images, and involvement with publishing work.
The Qualifications Board will expect to see evidence of independent work.

Accredited Senior Imaging in Creative Industries and Fellow (ASICI & FRPS)
NOTE: The ASICI Qualification was conceived as equivalent to having Chartered status.

•
•

Normally AICI.
Five years of relevant experience post AICI. Alternatively, nine years of relevant experience post GICI or eleven
years post QICI. Where the candidate has none of the above qualifications, fourteen years of relevant experience
will be accepted instead.
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•

Individual work of a high standard, which has shown originality. The Qualifications Board will expect to see evidence
of a broad involvement in the creative industries beyond a narrow specialism.

EXEMPTIONS
Members of The Royal Photographic Society who are also members of other professional or learned bodies and hold
equivalent qualifications may apply for ACI (e.g. ABIPP or MCSD) or for ASCI (e.g. FBIPP or FCSD) provided that they
have a sufficient period of appropriate work experience in the creative industries. This could encompass parallel discrete
disciplines involved with art, design and media and this should be interpreted widely as should its relevance to other
professional bodies (such as the British Institute of Professional Photography, British Kinematograph, Sound & Television
Society, and the Chartered Society of Designers). In these cases, only evidence of the exempting qualification, a
statement of relevant experience, a curriculum vitae and an independent referee’s report are required.
Membership of parallel organisations could be seen as supporting evidence, such as the Association of Photographers
(AoP) or the Chartered Management Institute (CMI). Other organisations may be considered on their merit.
NATIONAL OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS
The National Occupational Standards (NOS) for Photo Imaging is developed and maintained via government funding by
Creative Skillset. The Photo Imaging NOS is supported by an industry steering group and through widespread industry
consultation. See: Photo Imaging National Occupational Standards, Creative Skillset, February 2013. The Qualifications
Board for the Creative Industries will reference this where appropriate.
SUPERVISION
It is recommended that the candidate registers an intention to apply for a Qualification at the beginning of the period of
qualifying experience or as soon as practicable thereafter. This allows the candidate to seek a mentor who will monitor,
assist and advise the candidate on their progress during the qualifying period. The mentor’s final report provides
detailed evidence in support of the application. In cases where the candidate’s work is confidential, the mentor’s report
may provide the major or sole evidence.
Note: It is the responsibility of the candidate to identify and engage with a suitably qualified mentor and notify
The Society for approval.
QUALIFICATIONS BOARD FOR THE CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
The Qualifications Board will consider applications for all Qualifications. Membership of this Qualifications Board will be
determined by the Council of The Royal Photographic Society and will consist of members who hold suitable academic
qualifications and/or RPS Distinctions.
The Qualifications Board for the Creative Industries recommends successful candidates for the appropriate qualification
to the Council of the Royal Photographic Society. In cases of failure the Qualifications Board will give clear reasons
to the candidate and, where appropriate, guidance and advice, without prejudice or commitment, as to how a future
application should be made.
Contact details qualifications@rps.org
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6B

IMAGING SCIENCE
QUALIFICATIONS
Photographic and imaging techniques are used increasingly in practically all walks of life; the image is as important
as the printed word. The science and technology that make this possible come from imaging scientists working in
a wide range of disciplines and applications. To recognise achievements in this field, and to enhance career
prospects by recognising professional competence, The Royal Photographic Society offers professional
Imaging Scientist Qualifications.
These provide a structure leading to professional qualifications for engineers, scientists and technologists whose
professional activities are concerned with scientific imaging, quantitative or mechanistic aspects of imaging systems or
their applications. They are recognised by the imaging and science community as essential benchmark qualifications
benefiting all sections of the imaging world. The relevant academic disciplines (scientific imaging, chemistry,
engineering, physics, computer science, imaging science, colour science etc.) and their applications will be interpreted
as widely as possible.
Those members who acquire an Imaging Scientist Qualification will receive additionally a Society Distinction. In common
with most bodies awarding vocational qualifications, ISQ status only continues whilst the person is professionally active,
whether in full time employment or fully retired and is a member of The Society. Professional activity includes one (or
more) of the following:

•

Professional activity (e.g. involvement in a professional body by serving on committees, attending meetings,
mentoring).

•
•
•
•
•

Work based learning (e.g. consultancy, supervising staff/students, external examining, reflective practice).
Formal/Educational (e.g. writing articles/papers, further education).
Self-directed learning (e.g. reading journals, reviewing books/refereeing articles).
Other (e.g. voluntary work, public service).
Members who terminate qualified membership, on ceasing to be professionally active, may retain The Society
Distinction as long as they remain paid up members of The Society.

QUALIFICATIONS ARE AWARDED AT FOUR STAGES:

•

Stage 1 (QIS & LRPS) Qualified Imaging Scientist & Licentiate: for those with academic qualifications below
degree level.

•

Stage 2 (GIS & ARPS) Graduate Imaging Scientist & Associate: for those with a first degree.

•

Stage 3 (AIS & ARPS) Accredited Imaging Scientist & Associate: for those with postgraduate experience as
imaging scientists.

•

Stage 4 (ASIS & FRPS) Accredited Senior Imaging Scientist & Fellowship: the senior professional
qualification.

Candidates with a valid claim for entry to a higher stage need not proceed through the lower stages.
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EVIDENCE

•
•

The evidence required in support of applications for Qualifications will normally be in four parts:
Documentary evidence of prior academic qualifications. In certain cases this requirement may be replaced by a
longer period of relevant experience.

•
•
•

A statement of experience as a professional imaging scientist.
A full curriculum vitae.
Statements from referees which will allow the extent, stage, scope, and experience of the candidate in imaging
science to be assessed. Where a mentor (see supervision below) has been appointed, his/her report must be included.

STANDARDS
For each stage of Qualification there are three basic requirements. The descriptions below are not prescriptive but are
intended to give a general indication of the stage required.
QUALIFIED IMAGING SCIENTIST & LICENTIATE (QIS & LRPS)

•
•
•

For this stage there is a minimum age of 21 years.
BTEC HND in engineering or science.
One year of relevant experience. Where the candidate has not satisfied the BTEC HND requirement, four years of
relevant experience will be accepted instead.

•

Normally; the candidate will have performed work of a non-routine nature, which may have been directed by a
senior colleague, and have produced accurate records and simple internal reports.

GRADUATE IMAGING SCIENTIST & ASSOCIATE (GIS & ARPS)

•
•

A suitable degree in engineering or science.
One year of relevant experience where the candidate has an honours degree and two years of relevant experience
where the candidate has a pass degree.

•

Normally; the candidate will have made a useful contribution to the work of a team of scientists and may have
directed the work of a technician.

ACCREDITED IMAGING SCIENTIST & ASSOCIATE (AIS & ARPS)

•
•

Normally either QIS or GIS.
Five years of relevant experience post QIS or three years of relevant experience post GIS. Where the candidate has
neither qualification, nine years of relevant experience will be accepted instead.

•

As GIS but more evidence reflecting the years involved. Normally, the candidate will have generated and
completed an individual project, such as a postgraduate thesis, and will have written internal reports and/or
published refereed papers.

The Qualifications Board will expect to see evidence of independent work.
C1.3.4 ACCREDITED SENIOR IMAGING SCIENTIST & FELLOW (ASIS & FRPS)
NOTE: The ASIS qualification was conceived as being equivalent to having Chartered status.

•
•

Normally AIS.
Five years of relevant experience post AIS. Alternatively, nine years of relevant experience post GIS or eleven years
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post QIS. Where the candidate has none of the above qualifications, fourteen years of relevant experience will be
accepted instead.

•

Individual work of a high standard, which has shown originality. The Qualifications Board will expect to see evidence
of a broad involvement in imaging science beyond a narrow specialism.

EXEMPTIONS
Members of The Royal Photographic Society who are also members of other professional or learned bodies and hold
equivalent qualifications may apply for AIS (e.g. MRSC, or MInstP) or for ASIS (e.g. FRSC, or FInstP) provided that they
have a sufficient period of appropriate imaging science work experience. In these cases, only evidence of the exempting
qualification, a statement of relevant experience, a curriculum vitae and an independent referee’s report are required.
SUPERVISION
It is recommended that the candidate registers an intention to apply for a Qualification at the beginning of the period of
qualifying experience or as soon as practicable thereafter. This allows the candidate to seek a mentor who will monitor,
assist and advise the candidate on their progress during the qualifying period. The mentor’s final report provides
detailed evidence in support of the application.
In cases where the candidate’s work is confidential, the mentor’s report may provide the major or sole evidence.
Note: It is the responsibility of the candidate to identify and engage with a suitably qualified mentor and notify The
Society for approval.
QUALIFICATIONS BOARD FOR IMAGING SCIENCE
The Qualifications Board will consider applications for all Qualifications. Membership of the Qualifications Board
will be determined by the Council of The Royal Photographic Society and will consist of members who hold an ASIS
Qualification. The Qualifications Board will be responsible for the recognition of academic courses.
In cases of failure the Qualifications Board will give clear reasons to the candidate and, where appropriate, guidance and
advice, without prejudice or commitment, as to how a future application should be made.
Contact details qualifications@rps.org
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PATHWAYS TO IMAGING SCIENTIST QUALIFICATIONS

Have you a
degree in
Engineering
or Science?

Have you a
BTEC HND in
Engineering
or Science?

No
Yes

See
Regulations &
Experiential
pathway
Exemptions
may apply

No
Yes
STAGE 1
QIS
LRPS

STAGE 3
AIS
ARPS

1

7

How many
years relevant
experience
after your PG
degree?

Seek
Mentor and
additional
experience

STAGE 4
ASIS
FRPS

PG

Pass
Hons

How many
years relevant
experience
after your first
degree?

1 yr

4 yrs
10 yrs

2 yrs

5+ yrs

STAGE 2
GIS
ARPS

STAGE 3
AIS
ARPS

How many
years relevant
experience
after your first
degree?
STAGE 2
GIS
ARPS

0-1 yrs

STAGE 3
AIS
ARPS

STAGE 4
ASIS
FRPS

STAGE 1: Qualified Imaging Scientist & Licentiate (QIS & LRPS)
STAGE 2: Graduate Imaging Scientist & Associate (GIS & ARPS)
STAGE 3: Accredited Imaging Scientist & Associate (AIS & ARPS)
STAGE 4: Accredited Senior Imaging Scientist & Fellow (ASIS & FRPS)
PG: Postgraduate (Doctorate). For Masters add 2 years
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EXPERIENTAL PATHWAYS TO IMAGING SCIENTIST QUALIFICATIONS
(FOR THOSE WITHOUT FORMAL DEGREE QUALIFICATIONS)

STAGE 1
QIS
LRPS
How many
years of relevant
experience do
you have?

4+ yrs

9+ yrs

14+ yrs

STAGE 3
AIS
ARPS

STAGE 4
ASIS
FRPS

PROGRESS BETWEEN STAGES

STAGE 1
QIS
LRPS

11 yrs

3 yrs

5 yrs

STAGE 3
AIS
ARPS

STAGE 2
GIS
ARPS

9 yrs

5 yrs

STAGE 4
ASIS
FRPS

STAGE 1: Qualified Imaging Scientist & Licentiate (QIS & LRPS)
STAGE 2: Graduate Imaging Scientist & Associate (GIS & ARPS)
STAGE 3: Accredited Imaging Scientist & Associate (AIS & ARPS)
STAGE 4: Accredited Senior Imaging Scientist & Fellow (ASIS & FRPS)
PG: Postgraduate (Doctorate). For Masters add 2 years
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7

Could you be
exempt

LICENTIATE (LRPS)
ASSOCIATE (ARPS)
FELLOWSHIP (FRPS)

7

EXEMPTIONS
If you already have a photographic qualification, you may not have to submit a portfolio of work for Licentiate or
Associate Distinctions. (There are no exemptions for Fellowship). Qualifications accepted by The Society are listed
below, but as courses are continually changing, this is not a definitive list; and you should visit the website at rps.org for
the latest up to date list.
The course award must be no older than 10 years, from the year of applying for exemption.
LICENTIATE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

HNC / HND in Photography
BTEC Extended Diploma Photography
Photographic foundation degree
NCFE Level 3 Diploma in Photography
If you are a current LBIPP
If you are a current LMPA
Photography A Level - GRADE A or A*
C&G Level 3 Diploma in Professional Photo Imaging 7512-03 500/6950/0
C&G Level 3 Diploma in Photography 7512-03 500/8079/9
C&G Level 3 Diploma in Photography and Photo Imaging 7512-03 500/6949/4
Also accepted is a combination of any C&G level 3 certificates courses completed that are more or equal to the
400 GLH.
e.g. 7511-31 Level 3 Certificate in Photo Imaging (290 GLH) or 7511-29 Level 3 Certificate in Photography
and Photo Imaging (220 GLH)

•
•

OCA (2 Awards required at level 2 or above).
Scuola Romana di Fotografia

ASSOCIATE

•

BA Hons Degree in Photography with 2:1 or above and a 2:2 if you were awarded a 2:1 equivalent in your
major project.

•

Combined BA (Hons.) Degree (80% Photography) with 2:1 or above and a 2:2 if you were awarded a 2:1 equivalent
in your major project.

•
•
•
•
•

MA in Photography
If you are a current ABIPP
If you are a current AMPA
If you are a current FBIPP
If you are a current FMPA

Course not recognised are: Overseas and City and Guilds courses other than those listed above.
If your course is not listed above, you can send us details of the course for us to review. Please include course codes and
name, awarding body and place of study, guided learning hours, length of course and your final results.
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TO APPLY:
If you qualify for an exemption (see above) the next step is to make an application. Please download a copy of the
Exemption application form, which is available below. You then need to send the application along with photocopies of
all relevant certificates. The accompanying evidence must state your full name; the award gained and place of study.
The Royal Photographic Society’s Council then need to ratify your application, this is done once every month. After this
point the Distinction is awarded and your membership application is then processed. A letter of confirmation, Certificate
and lapel badge will be sent within seven working days of the Council Meeting.
To download an application form click here
Contact details exemptions@rps.org
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8

How to contact
and find us

LICENTIATE (LRPS)
ASSOCIATE (ARPS)
FELLOWSHIP (FRPS)

8

CONTACT DETAILS
THE DISTINCTIONS DEPARTMENT
The RPS, Fenton House, 122 Wells Road, Bath BA2 3AH, UK
t +44 (0)1225 325733 f +44 (0) 1225 448688
www.rps.org
twitter.com/The_RPS
facebook.com/royalphotographicsociety
For general Distinction enquires please email distinctions@rps.org
For individual Distinction enquires please email either Licentiate lrps@rps.org, Associate arps@rps.org,
or Fellowship frps@rps.org
You will be most welcome to visit Fenton House. We are open weekdays from 9am to 5pm, and look forward to
seeing you. Please note, there is no parking at The Society’s offices but on-street parking can be found on the main road
or on streets to the left.
Link to Google Maps
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