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A Soaring Perspective                                        Jacky Lee      

 - Aerial Imagery Over Hong Kong’s 18 Districts  

    Part 3: Sham Shui Po  

   – A Mosaic of Tradition, Grit, and Twilight Splendour 
 

Venturing into the streets of Sham Shui Po (translated in English, Deep Water Pier) is 

akin to a sensory journey through a living history book. Situated in the heart of Kowloon 

(translated in English, Nine Dragon), this district is more than a mere geographical 

location; it's a testament to Hong Kong's resilient spirit and its relentless march through 

time. From its early days as a thriving port to its transformation into a post-war 

manufacturing powerhouse, Sham Shui Po has continually reinvented itself, emerging in 

its latest avatar as a sanctuary for the arts and the creative minds who fuel them. 

 

This aerial photograph of the historical Sham Shui Po district encapsulates its essence, 

taken during the 'magic moment' just after sunset when the sky paints itself in 

mesmerizing shades of red, a silent ode to the district's vibrant energy and fiery spirit. 

The decision to capture Sham Shui Po in this unique light was intentional, symbolic of 

the district's ability to find beauty and hope in transitions, much like the fleeting 

moment when day gives way to night. 

 

Sham Shui Po by Jacky Lee 
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The photograph focuses on the Cheung Sha Wan area (translated in English, Long Sand 

Beach), with the expansive view also embracing Lai Chi Kok (translated in English, Lychee 

Point), Kwai Chung (translated in English, Fountain Palm Point), and the majestic 

silhouette of the Stonecutters’ Bridge. Captured from a western vantage point, the 

image is more than a picturesque scene; it's a narrative of the district's journey from its 

humble beginnings to its current stature. 

 

By choosing a time when the sun dipped below the horizon, the photograph emphasizes 

the contrast between the natural splendour of the sky and the man-made cityscape 

below, highlighted by the glow of street lamps and the lit windows of countless 

buildings, a nod to the district's ceaseless energy and activity. The sky, ablaze with 

twilight's red hue, reflects on the intricate network of roads and buildings, symbolizing 

the district's pulsating lifeblood. 

 

The technical aspects of the photograph were carefully planned to encapsulate this 

dynamic environment. A neutral density filter was used to extend the exposure time, 

allowing the dwindling light to gracefully illuminate the scene, and capturing the sky's 

dramatic transformation with heightened intensity. To portray the ethereal motion of 

the clouds and emphasize the passage of time, a series of shots were overlaid using 

advanced software, adding a profound depth and fluidity to the image. 

 

This aerial capture of Sham Shui Po at sunset is not just a photograph; it's a homage to a 

district that stands as a beacon of perseverance, innovation, and artistic expression. It 

represents a community that, much like the day transitioning into night, embraces 

change with stunning grace, and finds its strength in the promise of a new dawn. 

As we soar higher, the mosaic of Kowloon unfolds, revealing a harmony of the old and 

the new, the silent whispers of ancient tales, and the roaring pulse of the present. This 

series invites you on an aerial odyssey across the Kowloon Peninsula, where every 

captured frame resonates with a unique heartbeat and narrative of its own. 

 

 

 


