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Constant Bloom

Lucas Foglia

Constant Bloom follows Painted Lady butterflies on the longest butterfly migration ever discovered.
Each year, Painted Lady butterflies travel between Africa, the Middle East, and Europe in search of
blooming flowers. They have followed this route for millions of years. Lucas Foglia's photographs trace
both the path of the butterflies and the people they encounter, offering an allegory for our delicate,
interconnected, and resilient world.

Now, with climate change altering when and where wildflowers bloom, Painted Ladies rely on flowers
in our parks, farms, and gardens. As Foglia followed the butterflies from Kenya to Norway, he also met
people experiencing unseasonal droughts, floods, or freezes. Many were refugees traveling to Europe
along the same route as the Painted Ladies.

In Constant Bloom, the longest butterfly migration becomes a metaphor for connection across
international borders.

See: www.lucasfoglia.com (including information on Lucas's book Constant Bloom from Nazraeli Press)

RPS Contemporary Group Journal

59



60

RPS Contemporary Group Journal

61



63

o
~0

al

RPS Contemporary Group Journ



64

RPS Contemporary Group Journal

e e s Ty P
N MR I-.-_,—_:I.. T i

r=mr

= nEEmr—




66

RPS Contemporary Group Journal

67



68

Casa de Camerina

Carol Olerud FRPS

This photo series is about the living spaces in a Mexican home. Camerina and her husband Florentino
live here in Puruandiro, in the state of Michoacan. As it is very warm here, the house has an open style,
there are no windows inside, and there is a patio in the centre. It's not a large house. Camerina loves her
plants and birds; there is also a duck wandering round.

They raised their family here. It was special for me to be able to take my photos, it gave me the
opportunity to see more of the Mexican culture from a close-up perspective. There are a lot of details to

see in each photo giving information to the viewer.

The photos were taken late in November, with the Christmas decorations already set up. This was my
first time in Mexico - | loved it.

| am about to welcome a Mexican daughter-in-law into my family. I'm glad | have experienced some of

her culture, to have met her family and to have travelled in both the Michoacan and the Yucatan regions.

There is more to discover and | will go back!

See: carololerud.com
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Everything is Wrong

Mark Tamer

For 20 years | have lived with chronic vestibular migraines. My brain over-interprets different sensory
inputs; lights are too bright, sounds too loud and movement makes me nauseous. Plus, there’s the pain
of the headaches and the ever-present brain fog making thinking clearly difficult. There's no off button,
so it's how | experience the world now. Essentially, | have faulty wiring within my neuropathic pathways:
signals sent via my nerves break down along the way, giving my brain incorrect information to work with.
And yet this experience has gifted me ability to slow down, to find beauty in the quiet moments and to
appreciate the complexity of the human brain and how it carefully constructs our reality. This project is
my attempt to communicate a little of that lived experience.

See: www.marktamer.co.uk
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Unyielding Floods, by Peter Caton

Book review by Alan Cameron ARPS

When | consider the effects of global warming | think of inundation of islands and low lying cities, drought in
Africa or intense wild fires in Europe and North America. What | have seldom considered is that changes to
rainfall patterns can give rise to continuous inundation of long settled farmland.

Peter Caton'’s latest photobook is focussed on the dire straights of the people of South Sudan in the face

of recurring flooding. Stranded in East Africa in 2020, Peter had been commissioned by the charity Action
Against Hunger to cover the effects of the pandemic on the new nation of South Sudan, but that was soon to
change.

A new disaster in the shape of huge unremitting floods emerged while Peter was working, and the charity’s
director asked him to stop what he was doing and go to the centre of the disaster area to cover the effects of
the water on the land and its people. That first year created a body of work in its own right, but Peter followed
up over a number of visits up until 2024. This continuity of vision is a key strength to the book.

The images show how people who lead subsistence lives can lose everything with a rapidity that leaves no
easy room for recovery. Farmers lose their crops and livestock, women their vegetable gardens and the
community lose their homes and their few possessions.

Peter’s approach is immersive, literally and figuratively. When one of his subjects is up to their neck in water, so
is the photographer, his Hasselblad held above the floods. This is not a view from outside, it is the experiences
of the people of South Sudan, caused by uncontrolled rises in the levels of the White Nile, which are in turn
due to increases in rainfall in the vast catchment area of Lake Victoria.

The strength of the return visits is that they have enabled Peter to show us how disaster can be turned to
opportunity. After his second visit one of the elders of the community told him that when he returned the
flooded fields would be transformed into rice paddies, and so it proved. Recovery has started as people adapt
to floating homes and new crops, but there is still a long way to go.

As we see the controversy surrounding people trying to get to Europe and the UK, books like Unyielding
Floods help us understand just how desperate people in afflicted countries are. Climate change is largely
driven by the developed world though the effects are most often felt by developing nations, which do not
have the ability to deal with the resultant disasters.

| am very pleased to have contributed to the crowd funding of this book enabling Dewi Lewis to publish. The
book is available online from the publisher, priced £40.

See: www.petercaton.co.uk

RPS Contemporary Group Journal




Stories in One Image

Paul Ashley ARPS

Tobacco farmer, Madura Island, Indonesia, 1980. Taken while working on a UK-funded, worthy project
to provide water for rice cultivation. The more well-to-do local farmers would have preferred to use
both money and water for growing tobacco. | returned to Madura more than 20 years later to find
most farmers were actually growing vegetables for urban markets on the mainland. Lesson: don't try
to predict the future.
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