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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR  
 
Greetings and salutations! 
 
Welcome back from what I hope was a happy holiday season for you. 
2020 marks not only the end of a decade, but also the end of an era for 
the Digital Imaging Group. As you may have noticed, our long-term 
leader, Janet Haines, is stepping down as Chair and as editor of DIG 
News. Although she remains at the helm until our AGM on 23 February, 
she’s already handed this newsletter over to me. 
 
Just to say that I welcome your contributions. Recent work and work in 
progress is always of interest. Do let us know if you are having an 
exhibition. Tell us about the latest photographic exhibition you’ve 
visited, or a book on photography you’ve found particularly interesting. 
Is there photographer whose work we should all know about? Did you 
discover a new and exciting technique? Have you recently had a creative 
epiphany that has changed the way you think about photography? 
 
If you want to make a submission, email me at DIGNews@rps.org. The 
deadline for the February issue will be 22 January. 
 
But if sending something to the newsletter feels too formal, please drop 
by the Digital Imaging Group on Facebook where you can also ask – and 
answer - questions. You’ll need to join it before you can participate, but 
the advantage is that it’s a closed group open only to DIG members. 
 
Last but not least, I’d like to draw your attention to two important 
deadlines featured in this newsletter. Look out for how to enter the 
annual print exhibition competition by 10 February, and how to enter 
the prize draw to win a £300 Wex Photo Video voucher by 1 February. 
 
All the best, 

 

Deborah Loth 
(new) DIG News Editor 
DIGNews@rps.org 
 

mailto:DIGNews@rps.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/255778611506306/
https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-agm-and-print-exhibition/
https://rps.org/groups/digital-imaging/dig-main-membership/
mailto:DIGNews@rps.org
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PRINT EXHIBITION COMPETITION 2020 
 
Entry to the 2020 free-to-enter print exhibition is open. The deadline for 
registration and on-line submission to enter is 10 February. 

You can find all the rules and information HERE. Then when you are 
ready to submit your three images go to https://www.rps-dig.org/comp-
login.php   
 
There are plenty of UK drop-off points for your prints, or you can bring 
them yourself to the AGM.  If you are posting your prints to the 
Exhibition Organiser, Sue Totham, the deadline is 14 February.  For 
Overseas members we offer a printing service to make it easier to 
submit work. 
 

     

https://rps.org/DIGExhibition/
https://www.rps-dig.org/comp-login.php
https://www.rps-dig.org/comp-login.php
https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-agm-and-print-exhibition/
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020  
 
It’s well worth making the effort to get to Oldbury for our Annual 
General Meeting day on 23 February. You can find out more and book 
online HERE. For Overseas members, the AGM will be available online. 

         

https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-agm-and-print-exhibition/
mailto:https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-agm-and-print-exhibition/
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Eight reasons to attend the AGM: 
1. You have an opportunity to consider and comment on the 

direction of the Digital Imaging Group 
2. You get to meet photographers from all over the country 
3. You have an opportunity to meet new RPS President Dr Alan 

Hodgson ASIS FRPS 
4. You will find out whether you’ve won the £300 Wex Photo Video 

voucher (but you need to enter before you can win – see below) 
5. You can deliver your prints for the competition in person, rather 

than sending them in 
6. You get to see all the actual prints, which are always better than 

their reproductions online and in the catalogue 
7. You get to attend a free presentation by Sue Brown FRPS 
8. You can top up your printing paper supplies as Permajet will be in 

attendance with discounted offers 
 
 
DIGITAL IMAGING GROUP MEMBER DISTINCTIONS 
 
Congratulations to members who gained Distinctions this past 
month. All will be invited by Holly to submit their work and 
story to DIG Accolade.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Allan Fisher ARPS                   Bridgend  
 

Philip Brown LRPS  Orpington 
Peter Yendell LRPS  Coventry 

Francis Adams FRPS             Arundel  
 

https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-agm-and-print-exhibition/
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RECRUIT & WIN A £300 WEX VOUCHER 
 
The draw to win a £300 WEX voucher will take place at the AGM, but the 
deadline for entering is 1 February. For every new member you recruit 
your name and theirs goes into the draw. The more members you 
recruit, the better your chance of winning. It doesn’t matter if the new 
member is joining DIG at £16 p.a. or DI Online at £8 p.a. The new 
member can quickly recoup their membership fee by attending any DIG 
meeting as tickets at Centres are always discounted for DIG Members. 
 
When you go back to your Camera Club after the holidays, see whether 
you know any RPS members who might benefit from DIG membership. 
 

  
 
     Click the ad above to take you to the DIG Membership page for full info.    

https://rps.org/groups/digital-imaging/dig-main-membership/
https://rps.org/groups/digital-imaging/dig-main-membership/
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VOLUNTEERING 
 
Although we don’t have a story this month about one of our volunteers, 
if you have been inspired by our recent volunteer stories then might we 
persuade you consider a nomination to be on the Digital Imaging Group 
Committee from the 23 February 2020 AGM? If you would like to stand 
as an officer or Committee member, please contact DIGChair@rps.org 
or, as nominations need to be made on the official form and sent to us 
before 15 February 2020, you can also download a form HERE.  
 
 
MONTHLY ONLINE COMPETITION 
 
The winner of our December competition was ‘The Reader’ by Ian 
McIntosh, featured on the cover. (For more information about the 
friendly monthly competition, visit www.rps.org/DIGMonComp.) 
 

 
The raw file was taken into Photoshop and adjusted for minor tweaks in 
Curves. There were some distracting elements such as brightly coloured 
braces, a pen and a badge, which had to be cloned out. I find that using 
a Wacom graphics tablet and pen much better for fine work than a 
mouse. After sharpening the image using NIK software, I duplicated the 
image layer and using a Hue/Saturation adjustment layer, turned the 
layer sepia. My preferred settings are around these figures: Hue = 30, 
Saturation = 16 and Lightness = 0. I then reduced the opacity of the 
sepia layer to allow some colour to show through. 

Ian McIntosh LRPS 
I am surprised and delighted to win this 
month’s competition. The image was taken 
during a studio session at the Norwich and 
District Photographic Society. I claim no 
responsibility for the lighting setup as I am 
a novice in this field. The camera is an 
Olympus OM-D E-M5ii with the Olympus 
60mm f/2.8 Macro lens attached. 
 

 
 

mailto:DIGChair@rps.org
https://rps.org/media/s4hclnpb/noms-blank-2020.docx
http://www.rps.org/DIGMonComp
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Third place is 
‘The Poser’ by 
Dennis Russ 

LRPS 
 

Second place is 
‘Eye on the Ball’ 
by Philip Barker 

ARPS 
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AN OVERSEAS MEMBER 
 
This month we have a new member from Pennsylvania, USA. 
 

 
 
My research has focused on infectious disease in wildlife and in 2002 I 
became part of the ‘brain drain’ and moved from a University in  
 

 
‘Bringing the bacon home’ 

Peter Hudson ARPS 
I am a passionate biologist interested in 
revealing and showing the marvels of 
nature through my research and 
photography.  
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Scotland to one in the USA: truly fascinating work that has me visiting 
wonderful places, and naturally I take my camera along with me.  
 

 
‘All tongue and pollen’ 
 
I believe there is a real challenge for wildlife photographers to reveal 
both the biology and threats to animals’ experience, in an attempt to 
make people more aware of environmental issues. Biology for me is 
easy, but to portray this in a manner that tells a story and grabs the 
heart strings is a real challenge. Indeed, melding art and science to get 
new insights is fascinating. 
 
In science we say, ‘if your work isn’t published it doesn’t exist’ and I see 
many photographers frustrated their work doesn’t win competitions or 
get published. So, I have become involved with community photography 
to provide opportunities for people to get their best work published on-
line. With some wonderful people at Paws Trails, we have started a 
monthly magazine, so every other month I write a science conservation 
piece and we invite people to submit their best photographs on the 
theme. The PDF of the magazine is then available free at 
www.pawstrails.com , so please sign up and get involved.  

http://www.pawstrails.com/
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‘Risk of roadkill’ 
Instagram: peter_hudson018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you’ve ever considered showcasing your photography on your own 
website, you might be interested in this RPS course.  

 
This unique, hands-on workshop is specifically aimed at 
photographers and will teach you how to set up and manage your 
own website. It’s suitable for amateur and professional 
photographers, but does require an intermediate level of computer 
literacy. Click on the ad to visit the RPS Events page. 
 

https://www.instagram.com/peter_hudson018/
https://rps.org/events/bristol/2020/march/build-your-website-with-squarespace-a-workshop-for-photographers/
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A UK MEMBER 
 

 
 
My photography progressed enough for the school careers master to 
suggest I consider becoming a professional photographer (based more 
on my keenness than any obvious talent, I suspect) but a scholarship to  
 

        
‘Whose tooth next, gran’pa’ 
 
read medicine put a stop to that – and indeed to all my photography for  

Memo Spathis LRPS 
My first camera as a child was a 
Kodak belonging to my father who 
showed me how to process the film 
and make contact prints but when I 
went to boarding school a darkroom 
was available and I acquired a folding 
Agfa (and was gifted a Speed 
Graphic!). 
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many years! As a consultant with small children I started taking snaps 
again, but most of my ‘photography’ was abroad, on conference visits: in 
a way I’m still stuck in the ‘70s, grabbing shots while travelling. I’d claim 
to be a landscape photographer, but am disqualified by my reluctance 
to be active before dawn; and as a street photographer it is mainly 
people’s portraits I find on the card. 
 

’Venice, face’ 
 
I worked my way through the wonderful Olympus OM series (film), then 
after a long hiatus due to moving to a house with no spare bathroom 
(darkroom), a digital Canon Ixus. The bug bit again as I worked my way 
eventually through to a full frame Canon and all the lenses: but Maria 
put her foot down – she was no longer prepared to watch me climb hills 
with such a large bag, and suggested a Leica! I moved on to the Fuji X 
series (easier to focus than a Leica) but now have three (including an IR 
converted X-E1) and only a slightly smaller bag! 
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‘Blea Tarn, August’ 
 
Photoshop provides much more scope than the old darkroom and I got 
hooked on processing – spend almost as long trying to get the hang of it 
as Ansel Adams spent perfecting ‘Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico’. 
The photo was taken in 1941, he spent almost a fortnight trying to get it 
as he wanted, but was not really satisfied until he produced the 
definitive print in the 1970s! 
 

 
                          ‘Rajasthan, shy ladies’ 
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But I’m not sure I’ve got that much time left – and certainly not the 
vision. Much to my shame I recently realised I haven’t printed anything 
for over 2 years! Forgive me if I pop off and check that my printer is still 
working! Surely at least one of the 50,000 on my hard disk might be 
worth printing? 
  

           
‘Blencathra from Derwent Water’ 
 

 
‘Outflow’ 
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DIGIT ARCHIVE 

 
A full archive of all back copies of DIGIT magazine is available to Digital 
Imaging Group members via a members-only page on the RPS website. 
(You will find the URL in the email announcing this issue of DIG News.) 
This month we invited Mike Howell ARPS to contribute his memory of 
DIGIT magazine from the archive… 
 

 
 
My particular motivation at the time was to delve deeper into the 
possibilities offered by Photoshop for creative photo manipulation, 
having recently migrated from the original version of Photoshop 

Elements. I was also in the early 
stages of figuring out how to do 
digital printing and I quickly found 
something of interest. The clear and 
concise format of ‘Making a Border’ 
by Clive Haynes in the Autumn 2004 
issue certainly reflected what I was 
hoping to obtain from DIGIT in 
particular and membership of DIG in 
general. 
 
What I didn’t realise at the time was 
the dramatic transformation that 
was about to take place in DIGIT 
under the editorship of Jim Buckley.  
By 2006 the magazine had 
miraculously doubled in size from 16 
to 32 pages with an even more 

Mike Howell ARPS 
I first joined DIG in 2004 and I must admit that 
my initial impression of DIGIT was somewhat 
underwhelming.  With just a handful of articles 
the content seemed rather sparse. 
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dramatic increase in the number of articles!  A classic example is issue 
32 from Autumn 2006.  The cover page lists more than 20 features, yet 
the Editor notes that the volume of material had led to several articles 
being held over until the next edition! 
 
A number of articles from Issue 32 particularly resonated with me, 
notably those commemorating the sad loss of two pioneers of digital 
techniques, Eddie Sethna and Barrie Thomas, whose photo magazine 
Photoshop Tutorials on CD remained with me long after my computer 
software became incapable of playing them! 
 
In terms of my learning requirements, the articles on ‘True Digital 
Infrared’ by Ken Deitcher FPSA and ‘Colour management – A Black Art’ 
by Phil Binks, closely reflected several of my broader interests at the 
time, namely using digital cameras to shoot infrared plus the on-going 
battle to eliminate colour casts from my digital prints. 
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Admittedly the magazine layout appeared to me to be rather anarchic, 
with columns and text boxes seemingly all over the place, giving the 
inpression that no space was wasted. But I didn’t care; what I wanted 
was plenty of helpful information and guidance and that was exactly 
what I got. Looking back, the magazine seems to reflect the exciting 
spirit of a time before digital photography and related techniques 
became fully mainstream. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

WELCOME to our new members this month… 
 
Martyn Bennett    Hereford 
Patrick Bermingham   Maidenhead 
David Britain    Polegate 
Hazel Broomhead LRPS  Peterborough 
Sylvie Domergue   Antananarivo 
Judy Ford     Umberleigh 
Michael Gillan LRPS   Exeter 
Anne Henry    Newcastle upon Tyne 
Andy Holmes    Hook 
Peter Hudson ARPS   Port Matilda 
Connor Kitching   Deal 
Valerie Lapthorne ARPS  Aylesbury 
Michael Lees    Stockport 
Anthony McDonnell LRPS  Malvern 
Keith Edward Newton LRPS Farnborough 
Kan Qing     Nanjing 
Nigel Shergold    Newport 
David Thawley    Cannock 
Monica Thompson   Poole 
Sue Wright    Uxbridge 
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DIG CENTRE MEETINGS 
 
DIG Western Centre 

 
 
DIG North West Centre 
 

  

Clicking on any of these 
ads will take you to its RPS 
Events page where you can 
find more information. 

https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-western-talk-jane-kearney/
https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-north-west-honing-the-creative-image-mike-mcnamee-bsc-frps-fbppa/
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DIG Yorkshire & NE Centre 

 
 
DIG Thames Valley Centre      

 

https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-yorkshire-talk-by-steve-race-wild-shetland/
http://rps.org/digtv-2020-01


 
 
DIG News                    January 2020 
 
 

         
 
 

21 

 

 
 

 
 

https://rps.org/digtv-2020-02
https://rps.org/digtv-2020-03
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DIG South East Centre 
 

       
 
 
SIG LINK 
 
This section highlights meetings and events from other Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs) and the RPS in general which seem likely to be of interest. 

 

Clicking on any 
of these ads will 
take you to its 
RPS Events 
page where you 
can find more 
information. 

https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-se-29-feb-sat-workshop-with-glenys-garnett/
https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/march/dig-se-1-march-sun-workshop-with-glenys-garnett/
https://rps.org/events/groups/documentary/2020/january/documentary-photographer-of-the-year-2019-awards/
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https://rps.org/events/regions/south-wales/2020/february/on-being-a-photographer-key-decisions-of-magnum-photographer-david-hurn-honfrps/
https://rps.org/events/groups/landscape/2020/march/landscape-group-symposium/
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MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE NEW RPS WEBSITE  
 
The new RPS website may still be proving a challenge to some. For 
guidance from the RPS on website basics, visit https://rps.org/new-
website . For detailed information on setting up your profile and how to 
set up a gallery, visit https://rps.org/media/i3aaf51z/myrps-editing.pdf. 

If you have not had an opportunity to explore the site, you might want 
to take a look at the new President news page from Dr Alan Hodgson: 
https://rps.org/about/president-news/ 

For everyone’s convenience, we will include Chas’s list of shortcuts to 
the main Digital Imaging Group pages at the end of each newsletter for 
the foreseeable future. 

Digital Imaging Group website shortcuts:  
DIG Home page www.rps.org/DIG  
Membership www.rps.org/DIGMembership  
Committee www.rps.org/DIGCommittee  
News www.rps.org/DIGNews  
Monthly Competition www.rps.org/DIGMonComp  
Print Circle www.rps.org/DIGCircle  
AGM www.rps.org/DIGAGM  
Print Exhibition www.rps.org/DIGExhibition  
PDI www.rps.org/DIGPDI  
Tutorials www.rps.org/DIGTutorials  
Publications www.rps.org/digpubs  
 
There are links to all the Centres from the DIG Home Page. 
 
The three members-only links (DIGIT Archive, Accolade and Welcome 
Page) are to be found in the email message announcing this newsletter. 

https://rps.org/new-website
https://rps.org/new-website
https://rps.org/media/i3aaf51z/myrps-editing.pdf
https://rps.org/about/president-news/
http://www.rps.org/DIG
http://www.rps.org/DIGMembership
http://www.rps.org/DIGCommittee
http://www.rps.org/DIGNews
http://www.rps.org/DIGMonComp
http://www.rps.org/DIGCircle
http://www.rps.org/DIGAGM
http://www.rps.org/DIGExhibition
http://www.rps.org/DIGPDI
http://www.rps.org/DIGTutorials
http://www.rps.org/digpubs

