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Members’ Showcase

provides a platform for contributors to our monthly meetings to
display the work they have shared.

Contributors have curated their own images and provided the

accompanying text making this a collaborative group venture.




21st February 2026 —Meeting via Zoom
Chaired by Patricia Ruddle

Contributors:

Prem Muthu
Philip Pearce
Adrian James

Anastasia Potekhina

Images and content of this publication are the copyright of the photographer unless stated otherwise
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Philip Pearce

Philip presented the genesis and development of his project, 'IndustrialArt EN'. The initial idea arose from his exhibition
'Industrial Transformation' in early 2023.

The beginning — the genesis of the idea came from my exhibition Industrial Transformation in 2023




He explained how the concept for the new exhibition was developed and how several photo shoots, such as this one at the Lohmann
Steel Company in Witten, were conducted very early on.

,PP“

Photoshooting at

Lohmann Steel Company in Witten




He then outlined how establishing
contact with the companies and
museums was far more time-
consuming and complex than
originally anticipated.

N

assume ?

Philip lan Pearce

How did | get in touch with the companies?

- Economic Development Agency of the Ennepe-Ruhr District
- Fellow Artists
- Business owners who used their contacts for me

- Internetresearch on companies in the surrounding area that might be

suitable

- Contact companies by email and letter, or simply by phone

How can | get other artists involved in the project and and what artistic role can they

Vasilij Plotnikov

Y

How did | get in touch with the museums?

- My own netwerk
- Contact facilitated by the cultural office of the Ennepe-Ruhr district
- Contact facilitated by the cultural office of the town Witten

- Personal telephone contact

Finance was another major question —
public funding bodies would only fund
exhibitions with three artists from two
cities. Thus a sculptor and a media artist
were also included in the art project.



The planning and curation of the exhibition hanging in museums?

Town Museum House Martfeld in Schwelm

kY \vuwm Schwelm
Busstellung

IndustrieART-EN
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Curating the exhibition involved planning the hanging of the images and the placement of the sculptures based on
floor plans for the three museums: Museum Haus Kemnade, Museum Haus Martfeld, and Museum Zeche Nachtigall
in Witten.
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Exhibition opening at Museum Haus Kemnade in October 2025 and Museum Haus Martfeld in January 2026.

)

Exhibition opening at Museum House Kemnade 11. October 2025

Philip reported that the media response was very positive, with reports in local newspapers, on a local radio station, and on the
online platforms of several towns in the Ennepe-Ruhr district.









Adrian L. James ares

| hesitated about sharing street photographs at the contemporary group meeting because | was uncertain about whether such

images are really part of this genre. In the end, | was persuaded the images | shared could be defined as contemporary because they
are not just images of people, they are, in essence, images about people.

| don’t think this is true of all street photography though. At its heart, street photography capturing what Henri Cartier-Bresson called
‘the decisive moment’, does not necessarily involve or focus on people. When it does there are various ways in which it can be done,

including taking carefully composed street portraits, or finding an interesting backdrop and waiting for the right passer-by to

complete the image the photographer is trying to create.
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As with all genres, what street photography means can vary widely. When | was a teenager, | was brought up in Margate, and | spent a
lot of time observing holidaymakers enjoying the seaside. | think it is this early experience of people-watching that has underpinned
and informed my recent interest in and approach to street photography. For me, it is all about capturing images that tell stories about
the people in them and encourage us to get in touch with their humanity - the intention is to make images that enable the viewer to
connect with people in them as subjects, not objects, and to try to capture human environments and emotions with which we can
identify.

It is widely accepted that colour in an image can distract the viewer’s eye from the subject, so | have converted most of my images
from colour to black and white in order to enhance the stories they tell. However, in some cases | have not done so because the
colours in an image can also make a powerful contribution to the story or give added meaning or impact to the context in which the
image was taken.

In making these images, | have struggled with a range of ethical issues, some of
which remain unresolved. Street portraits address many of these issues directly.
However, whilst they can be compelling and human, and are taken with the
subject’s consent, they often lack the spontaneity and candour that can come
with capturing the decisive moment. Most of these images were taken
discretely or covertly, either using a zoom lens in a setting where taking
photographs was unexceptional or using a camera without appearing to be
doing so. | leave it for others to decide whether this is ethical or not, and there
is always a risk of being spotted, which may then be evident in the image!
What | hope these images do, however, is to draw the viewer in, to invite them
to explore what the people in them are experiencing, and to reflect on what
the image says to them about what it is to be human.

Feeling Blue



Conversation killer
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Happy Families



Friends reunited
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King of the Road



Lighting up

Me and my dog
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Window shopping




ey
uean
OF B3
]

N * s

Taking the takings
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Stepping out
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Enjoying the sea air



Spreading the word



Where’s mine?



Anastasia Potekhina rres



















Saturday 21/03/26
Saturday 18/04/26
Saturday 16/05/26
Saturday 20/06/26
Summer Break

Saturday 19/09/26
Saturday 17/10/26
Saturday 21/11/26

12.00 GMT Clements Hall, York
13.00 BST Online
12.00 BST Clements Hall, York
13.00 BST Online

12.00 BST Clements Hall, York
13.00 BST Online
12.00 GMT Clements Hall, York



