
AN  EXCEPTIONAL  DAY 
 

The day we travelled to Bath in November 2008 was so very exciting. 

We had decided to try for a Licentiateship Distinction with the Royal Photographic Society 
some time previously. This was a journey that would change our lives.  Eileen Sutherland 
and I had met in Falkirk Camera Club a good few years earlier and were quite happy to join 
in Club Competitions but this was a totally different situation.  We had listened to and taken 
advice from quite a few RPS members regarding the essential necessities to be adhered to 
and although encouraged we were really apprehensive about what awaited us. 

 The day had finally arrived and we sat and watched and waited while others had their 
panels put up and awaited their results.  If I remember correctly 16 panels were refused that 
day and with 2 only going through at that point.  We both felt that we were not in a good 
place. 

After lunch we were back in our seats at the back of the room.  The atmosphere was tense 
and austere.  Eileen’s panel was first up and the judges totally scrutinised each and every 
print.  We were uptight to say the least.  When the Adjudicator read out that Eileen had 
achieved the much desired result we both squealed with delight.  Everyone in the room 
turned round and gazed at us in amazement.  We had caused a stir. We certainly made it 
clear that we were totally delighted.   

Several panels were viewed before mine.  It really was quite nerve wracking to say the least,  
watching these judges examine my prints whilst all the time  thinking that they were not 
really up to the standard required.  The judges made their decisions, passed on the 
necessary forms and Margaret the Adjudicator read out  ‘ Nancy MacArthur, all the way from 
Scotland, it has been worthwhile travelling here today.  I am really delighted to tell you that 
your panel has been accepted’.  Needless to say Eileen and I squealed again in total delight 
and again the whole audience turned round in shock at our outburst. We were ecstatic. 

My panel which because I am in lockdown and not at home cannot be shown at present had 
included 5 colour prints and 5 Black and White prints.  

The black and white prints were all of tulips. Tulips which had been specially planted and 
when ready were dug up, roots and all, washed in the sink and blowdried with my hairdryer 
before being photographed.  I am so glad I did that. 

This certainly has changed our lives.  My memories of this very special day with stay with me 
for a very long time. 

My achievement in gaining my ARPS  I will tell another time. 

 

Nancy Laurie ARPS 

 



 


