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Annual report by the Chairman

In 2019 the Visual Art Group continued to thrive. Group membership numbered 960 at 
the end of the year, a small increase of 16. Our closed Facebook group of 490 members, 
up from 443, has strengthened our social network presence; it has attracted distinguished 
photographers, not exclusively from within the RPS, which in turn has lifted the quality of 
content and activity. 

This is in line with the aims of Visual Art, our print magazine, which presents itself as a 
photographic publication. The workload is shared by three guest editors and a resident 
designer whose creative and professionally informed input has resulted in inspirational and 
much admired publications which convincingly illustrate the value of high-quality print. In 
addition, and keeping the need of more detailed reporting of day-to-day affairs in mind, we 
have continued to e-mail a quarterly text-based newsletter - informative and useful to all 
those of us who are disinclined to go hunting for news. We also have a corner of the new 
RPS website which is updated as a matter of course whenever necessary.

Our subgroups in the Southwest and Central England are going from strength to strength, as 
are the residential weekends. Last year’s spring and autumn events in Windsor and Liverpool 
were quickly booked up. Members were also connected in seven print portfolios and e-mail 
circles where they regularly share and discuss their work.

Another bright highlight of the year was the 2019 Members’ Print Exhibition, once again 
expertly organised, displayed, and taken up and down the country to its locations in Croydon, 
Twickenham and Edinburgh. The newly-formed Exhibition Working Group extended the 
run north to Doncaster for the first time. With Patchings near Nottingham it also managed 
against the odds to find an opening venue for the 2020 edition which, after the short-notice 
loss of Croydon, had been at risk. We were much looking forward to this, having no inkling of 
what would befall the world. 

Thank you to all Committee members for giving their time and expertise in the service of 
the Group.
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