
 

 

Chairman’s Report for AGM 2020 

Professor Thomas Hanahoe FRPS 

I became Chairman of the Nature Group in April 2019 and have much enjoyed the 

experience.  The Committee is comprised of volunteers who give their time and 

expertise freely, investing substantial amounts of time on behalf of the Nature 

Group and it is a privilege to work with them. 

In January 2020 membership of the Nature Group stood at 905 compared with 924 in 

January 2019 (Iris Magazine 136, Spring 2020 p36). 

Thanks to the work of various members of the Committee the Nature Group page on 

the RPS new website (https://rps.org/groups/nature/) looks great.  In particular, it 

was most pleasing to note the number of activities recently advertised on the Events 

page.  Unfortunately, as the world is locked down to prevent further spread of the 

Covid-19 disease, many of these events will not now take place. 

I was delighted in January when the Nature Group was granted authority by the RPS 

to manage the Nature Advisory Days for RPS Associate and Fellowship Distinctions.  

The first of these events was scheduled to take place on 18 April 2020 at Smethwick 

Photographic Society and the available places to receive formal advice were rapidly 

taken up.  However, as a result of the viral pandemic the event was cancelled and 

the Committee is now working to find suitable alternative dates which will be 

advertised on the Nature Group Events page of the RPS website.  On behalf of the 

Nature Group I extend my sincere thanks to Mick Durham FRPS, Kevin Elsby FRPS 

and Gianpiero Ferrari FRPS for agreeing to provide Nature Distinctions Advice on 

behalf of the RPS. 

I was disappointed to learn that the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain (PAGB) 

had altered its definition of Nature with respect to PAGB photography events.  A 

montage is now acceptable within an image defined by PAGB as a Nature image.  I 

find this anomalous.  A montage is a composition made by juxtaposing or 

superimposing a number of pictures into a single entity.  It does not occur within 

nature and is unnatural.  Consequently it is difficult to envisage how any image of 

nature might be composed of a montage; or how any montage may be described as 

‘nature’.  Many Nature Group Members also belong to camera clubs and societies 

affiliated to PAGB and find it difficult to comprehend the PAGB new definition.  Some 

regard it as legitimising misrepresentation.  For example, a photograph of a UK 

captive big cat may be integrated into a suitable landscape image also photographed 

in the UK to produce a picture purporting to be from the African savannah and 

acceptable as a PAGB nature image.  There is a substantial resistance within the 

community of nature photographers to this development. 



 

Subject to the outcome of the present pandemic, a Chairman’s Day has been 

organised for 31 October 2020.  Let’s hope by that date life will be returning to 

normal. Keep safe and stay healthy. 

Thomas Hanahoe FRPS 

1st April 2020 


