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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR  
 
Greetings and salutations! 
 
EXTENDED DEADLINE FOR PRINT EXHIBITION COMPETITION 
 
The headline news this month is that the entry dates for our annual 
print exhibition competition have been EXTENDED. You can enter online 
by 13 February, and the deadline for posting your prints to the 
exhibition secretary is 17 February, but there are plenty of UK drop-off 
points or you can bring them along to the AGM. For Overseas members 
we offer a printing service to make it easier to submit work. You can 
find all the rules and information HERE. 
 
You are guaranteed to have at least one of your prints in the exhibition. 
The prints appear in a printed catalogue, and the exhibition spends the 
year touring the UK. It’s well worth participating, so don’t delay entering. 
Your online submission deadline is 13 February. 
 
CONNECT WITH US 
 
I welcome your contributions for this newsletter. If you want to make a 
submission, email me at DIGNews@rps.org. The deadline for the March 
issue will be 22 February. 
 
But if sending something to the newsletter feels too formal, please drop 
by the Digital Imaging Group on Facebook where you can also ask – and 
answer - questions. You’ll need to join it before you can participate, but 
the advantage is that it’s a closed group open only to DIG members. 
 
All the best, 

 
 
 

Deborah Loth LRPS 
(new) DIG News Editor 
DIGNews@rps.org 
 

https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-agm-and-print-exhibition/
https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-agm-and-print-exhibition/
https://www.rps-dig.org/comp-login.php
https://rps.org/DIGExhibition/
mailto:DIGNews@rps.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/255778611506306/
mailto:DIGNews@rps.org
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AGM 2020 & COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS 
 
Why not join us on 23 February for the Annual General Meeting at 
Smethwick? It is a full and stimulating day. The AGM takes about an 
hour then we enjoy watching the selection of the Print Exhibition and 
hear a talk by Susan Brown FRPS. There is an opportunity to buy 
Permajet papers, some with a discount, as well as to meet other DIG 
colleagues.  
 

 

https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-agm-and-print-exhibition/
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If you’d like a snack lunch (soup or baked potato £5) go 
to https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-
agm-and-print-exhibition/ and click on the ‘Book Online’ tab. 
 
Your nominations for the Committee are welcomed. For full information 
and to download the nomination form go to www.rps.org/DIGAGM. 
 
HELP WANTED! 
 
We need your help, please. We need YOU to volunteer. The main DIG 
Committee needs to find a new Honorary Secretary to be nominated 
and stand at the DIG AGM on Feb 23.  
  
Unfortunately, our existing long term Sec is standing down after many 
years of loyal service to us. This is not an onerous role and would not 
take too many volunteer hours to fulfil. Primarily the Sec records the 
minutes of meetings, organizes any room bookings/catering etc, keeps 
our volunteer records and interfaces with HQ from time to time. We do 
have a role description if this would help you to decide if you felt able to 
take on the post. 
  
As a Committee we only meet face-to-face twice a year, once at the AGM 
and one Committee meeting. All other meetings are conducted using 
video conferencing so there is very little travel involved. DIG covers all 
out of pocket expenses.  
  
You would be working with a lively, happy, team of welcoming 
individuals, so you would quickly feel ‘at home’. 
 
Please don’t sit back thinking someone else will do it: we don’t mind 
being crushed in the rush! 
  
For more information or to volunteer please 
contact digchair@rps.org or speak directly to any of the DIG Committee 
if you know them personally.  
 
 

https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-agm-and-print-exhibition/
https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-agm-and-print-exhibition/
http://www.rps.org/DIGAGM
mailto:digchair@rps.org
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2019 PROJECTED IMAGE COMPETITION CATALOGUE 
  
In response to member feedback we have now produced an 
extended version of the Project Image Competition catalogue which 
shows all the accepted images; the printed catalogue only listed 
those in the lowest accepted score band. The new expanded total 
collection of your images can be viewed HERE . 

https://issuu.com/royalphotographicsociety/docs/2019_dig_projected_image_issuu_expanded?fr=sOWVkNTE3MzE0
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MONTHLY ONLINE COMPETITION 
 
The winner of our January competition was ‘Body Forms’ by Janet Haines, 
featured on the cover. (For more information about the friendly monthly 
competition, visit www.rps.org/DIGMonComp.) 

 
Janet Haines ARPS 
 
This final image is a compilation of 
several shots. The main figures and the 
blue lines were some 3D body sculptures 
inside perspex, maybe a foot high. The 
displays were rotating and I loved the 
shapes the lines made as they appeared 
to circle round the bodies.  
 
So I had to shoot all three models not 

knowing what or how I would use them, so they sat in my library for 
ages. Behind them on the rear layer are some simple body shapes made 
from paper cutting/painting that I watched lady make one day at a 
design and graphics museum. Again it has sat in the library for almost a 
year.  
 
One dark evening I decided to have a play in Photoshop so looked in my 
photo library and all of a sudden the inspiration came. So I popped 
them on to different layers, replacing them, rescaling them, modifying 
the hues to make them compatible, masking and brushing. Added a 
texture and fiddled and diddled some more.  
 
If I had to reproduce it likely I wouldn’t be able to - well not precisely the 
same anyway, as I really cannot recall all the steps it took. But I had an 
enjoyable evening.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rps.org/DIGMonComp
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Second place was ‘Ghosts of the Wobbly Bridge’ by Dave Balcombe ARPS. 
 

 
 
Third place was ‘It’s a wrap’ by Paul Bather ARPS. 
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AN OVERSEAS MEMBER 
 
This month we hear from a new DIG member in Madagascar. 
 

Sylvie Domergue 
 
I am a French musician, I live in 
Antananarivo, capital of Madagascar. 
 
I am in charge of a pack of dogs rescued 
from death and we protect each other. 
 
I designed my home so that it is 
autonomous in water and electricity. 

 

 
‘Self portrait’ 
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It’s the nerve center of a food forest-garden in which biodiversity is 
encouraged by ecological practices and soil regeneration. 
 

 
‘Rainbow paddies’ 
 
Actually I'm still looking for the style that can convey a strong artistic 
vision for my goal is to document this work. My gear is modest but 
consistent. 
 

 
‘Leonine dog in the sky’ 
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My experiences must be optimized within a framework whose limits 
force you to find creative solutions. 
 

 
‘Motion blur textured dog’ 

 
Nevertheless I always try to get the most 
out of the little I have. It’s a lesson you 
learn when you’re surrounded by daily 
misery. You anticipate your shots, and 
then your post processing in the digital 
darkroom, with the aim of enhancing the 
ordinary. 
 
The beauty of the world around you is 
abused by human activity: you see 
nothing but filth, suffering and 
devastation, the worst of all being to 
face irresponsibility. 
 

‘Still life’ 
 
Therefore what you’re doing with your photography is looking more 
intensely and using the power of your hope to give a masterful voice to 
the soul of the world begging you not to give it the final blow. 
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LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA 
 
I am sure DIG members will join us in feeling concern for our Australian 
members living through this nightmare of the fires which we are all hearing 
so much about. Janet Haines reached out to a few of them and here is 
what Tony Healy ARPS had to tell us. Warning: it is harrowing. Our thoughts 
are with all our Australian colleagues and we hope you and your families 
are all safe.  
 
14 January 2020 
 
Hi Janet, 
 
Thanks for your email. 
 
We are relatively safe. I say that because we are in a built up suburb we 
are unlikely to have the level of fires in other areas, BUT we do have 
some park areas nearby with plenty of trees. The main problem is the  
smoke. We minimise going out into the smokier areas but there are 
times when you can still taste it. It is a really bad time for asthmatics, of 
which one is my daughter. A young 19 year old girl recently died of 
asthma.  
 
The fires are heart-breaking not only for the human deaths and 
property losses but also for the wildlife. It almost feels like a period of 
wildlife extinction. Estimates are 800 million animals dead and that 
doesn't include bats, frogs and insects. Huge numbers of apiaries have 
been destroyed without thinking about the wild bees. But for those that 
survived there is no food, and without pollinators like bees and bats, the 
humans won’t have any food. Half of Kangaroo Island was wiped out 
taking large numbers of Koalas and Kangaroos with it, as well as some 
of the smaller marsupials. These look like miniature versions of 
Kangaroos. 
 
This event really has been 200 years in the making. Just over 200 years 
ago Alexander von Humboldt was first to explain: "the forest's ability to 
enrich the atmosphere with moisture and its cooling effect, as well as its 
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importance for water retention and protection against soil erosion. He 
warned that humans were meddling with the climate and that this 
could have an unforeseeable impact on 'future generations'." 
 
How prescient is that? Our Govt. is still equivocating over allowing 
logging companies to thin out old growth forests. We need more trees 
not less. It is estimated that we have 10% to 15% of forest that were 
here when Europeans first arrived. The soil is bone dry and the 
vegetation on it dead and dried up, just the thing for an approaching 
fire front in the worst drought Oz has ever experienced. The residents of 
an entire coastal town named Mallacoota were surrounded by fire and 
forced on to the beach to await the fire abating. Once the PM brought in 
the defence forces to help out (should have been done last Sept.) the 
Navy evacuated the people by sea. One of the evacuees said that while 
waiting to be moved he walked along part of the 8 Km beach, and what 
he saw he said he will never forget. Washed up on the beach were the 
bodies of birds Cockatoos, Lorikeets, owls, honey eaters, magpies, 
kookaburras, currawongs, just about every species you can imagine was 
there. He felt there had to be thousands. It looks like they all flew out to 
sea to escape the flames, became exhausted and fell into the sea and 
drowned.  
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Attached are two pages from Sunday's paper and one of the 
photographs of fire and a fire fighting truck. Comparing the scale of 
each it looks like they are trying to fight the fire with a water pistol. The 
last two days have been much cooler and rain is expected tomorrow. 
However next Sunday high temperatures are expected.  
 
Cheers (less)  
Tony 
 
[Ed: Tony’s email message included a striking photograph by Eddie Jim of a 
puny firefighter’s truck facing an enormous forest fire which unfortunately 
we do not have the right to reproduce here. But the Sydney Morning Herald 
supplement in which it appeared is well worth viewing online, with a special 
feature of photographs by Australian photojournalists documenting the 
fires: https://www.smh.com.au/national/in-the-line-of-fire-the-summer-that-
changed-us-20200122-p53tln.html. Eddie Jim’s photograph also leads on an 
article which explores explanations for the fires: 
https://www.smh.com.au/national/the-forever-fires-and-australia-s-new-
reality-20200122-p53tk0.html. ] 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/in-the-line-of-fire-the-summer-that-changed-us-20200122-p53tln.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/in-the-line-of-fire-the-summer-that-changed-us-20200122-p53tln.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/the-forever-fires-and-australia-s-new-reality-20200122-p53tk0.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/the-forever-fires-and-australia-s-new-reality-20200122-p53tk0.html
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A  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMBER EXHIBITION 

 

WELCOME to our new members this month… 
 
Kim Bevan     York 
Lilian Cameron    East Grinstead 
Francesco Carletti   Harrow 
Nick Cook ARPS    Teignmouth 
Mark Davies    Kings Langley 
Shaun Dixon    Market Drayton 
Ewan Drackley    Kidderminster 
Marlene Finlayson ARPS  Knighton 
Hugh Griffiths LRPS   New Malden 
William Jamieson LRPS  Leatherhead 
Pauline Mason LRPS   Cannock 
Hugh McDevitt    Basel, Switzerland 
Trisya O'Brien    Walton-on-Thames 
Linda Ormiston    Galashiels 
John Perriam ARPS   Exmouth 
Richard Plummer   London 
Alexandra Prescott ARPS  Newcastle upon Tyne 
Covington Shackleford  Richmond 
Laura Taylor    West Wickham 
Roger Trawford    Newport 
Julia Wainwright ARPS  Pinner 
Colin Walls    Hyde 
Ian White    Slough 
Phil Woodgate    Whyteleafe 
Carmel Mary Yearwood ARPS Crowborough 
 
 
 
 
 

Parallel Lives 
Lesley Peatfield Photography 
www.lesleyp.com 
Angel on the Green 
2-4 Bishopthorpe Rd 
York YO23 1JJ 

http://www.lesleyp.com/
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UK MEMBER 
 
Trevor Rudkin is a relatively new member of DIG who lives in Northampton. 
 

Trevor Rudkin LRPS 
 
I’ve been a keen amateur photographer 
for over 35 years, joining the Desborough 
and Rothwell Photographic Society in 
Northamptonshire in the 1980’s. I served 
on its committee for many years in most 
of its official capacities, and I am still its 
webmaster. I also judge and give talks to 
camera clubs under the auspices of the 
Midland Counties Photographic 
Federation. I am forever grateful to the 
DRPS for advancing my photographic 
skills, broadening my interests and 

making many new friends.  
 

 
‘There I was waiting at the church’ 
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‘Make cover’ 
 
However, about five years ago I began to lose interest in my 
photography (not a mid-life crisis, an old age crisis!) and looked for new 
challenges. At the end of 2015 I joined the RPS, and in 2017 I gained my 
LRPS. I am still aspiring to ARPS but I am waiting for that spark of 
inspiration to hit me. Something else I did was to deliberately push 
myself into areas of photography I had previously avoided, such as 
studio work and working with models, including art nude. A big change 
from my landscapes, flowers, racing cars and football photos. 
 
A couple of years with Leicester Forest Photographic Society’s Studio 
Group and an RPS workshop at Laycock with Chris Burfoot set me on 
the route I am currently following. I have gained the confidence to book 
studios and work with models myself. A very steep learning curve, 
disappointments along the way, but now I have challenges that I enjoy 
tackling. 
 
I joined DIG a couple of months ago, having attended a meeting at 
Foxton and being very impressed with the whole day. 
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‘Aphrodite’ 
 
In my early days I was a Canon user but too many faults with their 
lenses and camera bodies that could not be fixed resulted in a switch to 
Nikon. When I went digital I continued with Nikon because all my old 
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lenses fitted the digital bodies. I currently use a D610 and a D750. (I 
have a D7000 hidden away somewhere too). I process in Lightroom and 
Photoshop Elements but I have recently been trying out DxO Photolab 
too because it came with the Nik Efex upgrade. 
 

 
‘Pensive’ 
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DIGIT ARCHIVE 

A full archive of all back copies of DIGIT magazine is available to Digital 
Imaging Group members via a members-only page on the RPS website. (You 
will find the URL in the email announcing this issue of DIG News.) This 
month Eric Begbie has been thumbing through some back issues of DIGIT. . . 
 

Eric Begbie LRPS 
 
One of the joys of belonging to the Digital 
Imaging Group is that it does so much of 
what we members want from RPS – but 
does it so much better than the parent 
body. Perhaps I am occasionally given to 
hyperbole but it is not unusual for me to 
be heard claiming that our own 
magazine, DIGIT, is one of the best 
photographic magazines on the planet. 
 
I think that the principal reason that our  

 

  



 
 
DIG News                   February 2020 
 
 

         
 
 

20 

magazine has so much appeal is the sheer diversity of the material DIG 
published in each issue – a diversity which reflects the range and level 
of members’ interests. One issue that I revisited recently (DIGIT No.60 
from 2014) contained a piece by Adrian Lines. Although I am one of 
those people who regards spending more than 5 minutes festering in 
front of a computer, trying to “improve” a photograph, as a sinful waste 
of precious snapping time, I have always had a sneaky regard for those 
with well-developed Photoshop skills. Adrian Lines is a master of the 
“creative” side of digital photography and it was both informative and 
entertaining to re-read his story of how he developed this particular 
perversion. 
 

 
Adrian Lines ARPS 
 
In the same issue, the award winners in the DIG PDI competition for 
2013 were displayed. Having just read Adrian Lines’ article, I simply 
could not decide whether a superlative photo by Valerie Duncan ARPS 
depicting two ballet dancers was a creative concoction or a straight  
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Valerie Duncan ARPS 
 
photograph. The fact, of course, is that it does not matter tuppence. I 
concluded that it was, most likely, a single image but, either way, it is 
the sort of picture that is inspiring in spades. 
 
Yes indeed – we are very fortunate to have such a fine magazine 
included as part of our DIG membership. 
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DIG CENTRE MEETINGS 
 
DIG North West Centre 
 

  
 
DIG Yorkshire & NE Centre 

 

Clicking on any of these ads 
will take you to its RPS 
Events page where you can 
find more information. 

https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-north-west-honing-the-creative-image-mike-mcnamee-bsc-frps-fbppa/
https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-yorkshire-talk-by-steve-race-wild-shetland/
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DIG Southern Centre 
 

 

https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/april/dig-yorkshire-talk-by-diane-seddon/
https://rps.org/groups/digital-imaging/dig-southern/dig-southern-centre-events/
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DIG South East Centre 
 

       
 
 

   

Clicking on any 
of these ads will 
take you to its 
RPS Events page 
where you can 
find more 
information. 

https://rps.org/workshop-with-tesni-ward/
https://rps.org/workshop-with-tesni-ward/
https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/february/dig-se-29-feb-sat-workshop-with-glenys-garnett/
https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/march/dig-se-1-march-sun-workshop-with-glenys-garnett/
https://rps.org/events/groups/digital-imaging/2020/march/nature-workshop-with-tesni-ward/
https://rps.org/talk-with-tesni-ward/
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DIG Thames Valley Centre 
 

 
 

  
 

Clicking on any 
of these ads will 
take you to its 
RPS Events page 
where you can 
find more 
information. 

https://www.rps.org/digtv-2020-02
https://www.rps.org/digtv-2020-03
https://www.rps.org/digtv-2020-04
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SIG LINK 
 
This section highlights meetings and events from other Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs) and the RPS in general which seem likely to be of interest. 
 

 
 

 

https://rps.org/events/regions/south-wales/2020/february/on-being-a-photographer-key-decisions-of-magnum-photographer-david-hurn-honfrps/
https://rps.org/events/groups/contemporary/2020/march/an-afternoon-with-photographers-teresa-eng-and-sarah-lee/
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https://rps.org/events/groups/landscape/2020/march/landscape-group-symposium/
https://rps.org/events/groups/landscape/2020/march/night-landscapes-and-astrophotography/
https://rps.org/events/groups/landscape/2020/april/firle-beacon-and-the-ouse-valley/
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https://rps.org/events/groups/travel/2020/april/20-20-vision/
https://rps.org/events/groups/archaeological-and-heritage/2020/march/a-h-group-agm-28th-march-2020/
https://rps.org/events/groups/creative-eye/2020/march/creative-eye-group-agm-and-members-2020-exhibition-selection-day/
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THE NEW RPS WEBSITE  
 
The new RPS website may still be proving a challenge to some. For 
guidance from the RPS on website basics, visit https://rps.org/new-
website . For detailed information on setting up your profile and how to 
set up a gallery, visit https://rps.org/media/i3aaf51z/myrps-editing.pdf. 

If you have not had an opportunity to explore the site, you might want 
to take a look at the President’s news page from Dr Alan Hodgson: 
https://rps.org/about/president-news/ 

For everyone’s convenience, we will include Chas’s list of shortcuts to 
the main Digital Imaging Group pages at the end of each newsletter for 
the foreseeable future. 

Digital Imaging Group website shortcuts:  
DIG Home page www.rps.org/DIG  
Membership www.rps.org/DIGMembership  
Committee www.rps.org/DIGCommittee  
News www.rps.org/DIGNews  
Monthly Competition www.rps.org/DIGMonComp  
Print Circle www.rps.org/DIGCircle  
AGM www.rps.org/DIGAGM  
Print Exhibition www.rps.org/DIGExhibition  
PDI www.rps.org/DIGPDI  
Tutorials www.rps.org/DIGTutorials  
Publications www.rps.org/digpubs  
 
There are links to all the Centres from the DIG Home Page. 
 
The three members-only links (DIGIT Archive, Accolade and Welcome 
Page) are to be found in the email message announcing this newsletter. 

https://rps.org/new-website
https://rps.org/new-website
https://rps.org/media/i3aaf51z/myrps-editing.pdf
https://rps.org/about/president-news/
http://www.rps.org/DIG
http://www.rps.org/DIGMembership
http://www.rps.org/DIGCommittee
http://www.rps.org/DIGNews
http://www.rps.org/DIGMonComp
http://www.rps.org/DIGCircle
http://www.rps.org/DIGAGM
http://www.rps.org/DIGExhibition
http://www.rps.org/DIGPDI
http://www.rps.org/DIGTutorials
http://www.rps.org/digpubs

